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APPENDIX C. IDAHO ROADLESS AREAS

The following appendix describes the roadless area attributes and characteristics for each
roadless area found in Idaho. This roadless area specific information is intended to inform the
public and decision maker about the variability in roadless character across the continuum of
roadless areas. For reference, Appendix D summarizes the roadless characteristics in a tabular
form. Maps of each of the roadless areas with the Existing Plan, Proposed Idaho Roadless Rule,
and Modified Idaho Roadless Rule themes may be found in the EIS map packet.

The appendix is based on existing plan documents describing the roadless areas - generally
found in appendix C of the existing plan environmental impact statements. Some of the plan
appendix C’s date back to 1987, others are more current because they have recently revised their
plans.

Most acres have been rounded to the nearest hundred.

Changes Between Draft and Final EIS

In response to public comment, the final EIS appendix C includes environmental consequences
for application of each theme to each roadless area for the prohibited and permissible activities
(timber harvest, road construction and reconstruction, and mineral leasing). A table is included
for each roadless area that displays the potential acreage available for each regulated activity
under each alternative.

The information regarding wildland urban interface (WUI) was removed from appendix C
because it came from a variety of sources including appendix C of existing plans, as well as the
map of WUI developed by the State of Idaho. Instead, appendix C of this EIS now displays the
estimated acreage in each roadless area in a community protection zone (CPZ) in the
Backcountry theme for the Modified Rule. This information is useful for showing the number of
acres in the Backcountry theme where temporary roads could be constructed.

The CPZ acres displayed in the EIS and in appendix C show the total acres within 12 miles of a
community based on population projections in 2030 (see final EIS, section 3.1). However, it
should be noted that these are approximations and are not set boundaries. Each project or
activity would be required to determine whether or not it fits within the definition of CPZ and
whether or not further action is warranted.

Other information has been updated where new information was available. Comments received
on the draft EIS providing additional information on roadless areas were considered and
incorporated into this appendix C of the final EIS. Comments concerning specific appendix C
clarifications or corrections were reviewed with the interdisplinary team and forest personnel to
verify and make updates to appendix C in the final EIS.

Other changes to the final EIS appendix C include the addition of the Modified Idaho Roadless
Rule acres to the tables displaying the acres by themes for each roadless area and minor
adjustments to roadless area acreage from typing or mapping errors.
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Bald Mountain #019
6,200 Acres

OVERVIEW AND DESCRIPTION

The Bald Mountain Roadless Area, on the Emmett Ranger District, includes the south slopes of the South
Fork Payette River from the Garden Valley Ranger Station to Danskin Creek. This roadless area is
accessed from the Banks-Lowman Highway (Forest Highway 17) via State Highway 55.

Elevations range from 3,100 feet along the South Fork Payette River to 5,148 feet at Bald Mountain. The
area is underlain by Cretaceous granitics of the Idaho Batholith. Sagebrush-bitterbrush/ grass
communities and scattered stands of ponderosa pine are located on steep fluvial lands. Overall, the Bald
Mountain area is marked with open slopes supporting sparse grass and brush vegetation interspersed
with open stands of ponderosa pine. Major side drainages are deeply incised, with steep banks. Bald
Mountain is the area’s predominant feature.

ROADLESS CHARACTERISTICS

Natural Integrity: The apparent naturalness and natural integrity of the Bald Mountain area have been
affected by wildlife habitat improvements of bitterbrush plantings in some locations. In the northern
portion there is evidence of constructed fire lines and some plantations following the 1987 Anderson
Creek fire.

Opportunities for Experience: Opportunities for solitude, primitive recreation, and challenging
experiences are somewhat limited by the relatively small size of the area. The steep and rugged terrain
provides for challenging cross-country travel. The broken and complex terrain provides some
opportunities for solitude.

Special Features: A segment of the South Fork Payette River lies adjacent to the southern boundary. This
river segment is eligible for Wild and Scenic River designation. Approximately 300 acres of the river
corridor occurs within the roadless area.

Manageability: Along the southern edge, ownership boundaries would form some of the boundaries,
while in other locations a logical boundary could be created by a defined offset from the riverbank or
highway. The other boundaries would benefit from some minor adjustments to make them more logical
and definable.

RESOURCES

Fisheries: This roadless area contains a portion of the South Fork Payette River from the confluence with
Danskin Creek downstream to the Garden Valley Ranger Station. This portion of the river does not
provide spawning habitat for listed bull trout but is potential nodal habitat (migrational and over-winter
rearing). This portion of the river also provides a migration corridor that bull trout use to access
spawning and rearing habitat outside the roadless area. The South Fork Payette River within the roadless
area provides rearing habitat for redband rainbow trout. This roadless area also includes several
tributaries to the South Fork Payette River that flow in from the north. These tributaries have been field
surveyed, and Poorman Creek, Nelson Creek, and Carpenter Creek are not fish-bearing streams. Since
these are the largest tributaries within the roadless area, it is not likely that any tributaries in the roadless
area are fish bearing.

Wildlife: Suitable habitat for federally listed species is limited within this roadless area. Species such as
gray wolf and lynx may occur within the roadless area; however, occurrence of these species is probably
related to dispersing individuals. There is no identified lynx habitat in the area. Habitat for Regional
sensitive species varies within this area. Bald eagles occur in this roadless area. Habitat for boreal owl and
great gray owl does not exist or is very limited, while habitat for northern goshawk, flammulated owl,
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and white-headed woodpecker does exist. Most of the area provides important elk and deer winter range.
Habitat for pileated woodpecker nesting exists in the northern and southern portion of this area.

Water: Bald Mountain has numerous perennial streams that mostly flow southerly to the South Fork
Payette River. Water in the area contributes to recreation, fish and wildlife habitat, and other uses on the
forest. An estimated 3 acres of the area are within a municipal watershed for the Rivers Point Property
Owners.

Botanical: No threatened, endangered, or Region 4 sensitive plant species are known to occur in the area.
Most of the area has been infested by rush skeletonweed, a noxious weed.

Recreation: The area receives fairly heavy use during the fall big-game hunting season. The trails within
the area provide for other backpacking and day hiking use.

Timber: The area includes an estimated 30,000 thousand board feet of standing timber volume,
equivalent to 58,800 hundred cubic feet. An estimated 3,100 acres (50 percent) of the Bald Mountain
roadless area are tentatively suited timberlands. An estimated 500 acres have low productivity; 2,500
acres, moderate productivity; and 300 acres, high productivity.

Range: There are no open grazing allotments in the roadless area. There are 160 acres of capable sheep
rangeland within the roadless area.

Minerals and Energy: A portion of the inactive Abella molybdenum mine lies along the area’s western
edge. The roadless area is not a mineral development interest area. There is a small area in the southwest
corner of the roadless area that is identified as a fair to poor permissive area for silt, sand, and gravel.
There are no active mineral claims within the area. This roadless area contains 6,200 acres of high
geothermal potential.

Landownership and Special Features: There is no private or state land within the roadless area. One
outfitter-guide service provides cougar and bear hunting trips in the area, and another provides trail
rides.

Roads and Trails: There is a 2-mile segment of a non-motorized trail in the area.

Heritage: The area has low cultural resource sensitivity. Surveys in adjoining and overlapping areas, in
similar topographic situations, have resulted in low cultural resource site densities.

Disturbances: An estimated 650 acres of the roadless area were burned in the 1987 Anderson Complex
fire. Approximately 80 percent of the area was burned in low intensity prescribed fires in 1997. Soil
movement and localized landslides have occurred in the Hanks Creek, Whiskey Creek, Poorman Creek,
and Russell Creek drainages during recent rain-on-snow events.

ALTERNATIVE DISCUSSION
This section discusses the general effects of each alternative on the Bald Mountain Roadless Area.

Table Bald Mountain-1 displays distribution of acres to each theme or theme equivalents by alternative.
These values represent potential, long-term outcomes of managing the roadless area based solely on
theme assignments. Table Bald Mountain-2 describes the potential acreage available for each regulated
activity under each alternative.
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Table Bald Mountain-1. Acres by theme or theme equivalent, by alternative

Idaho Roadless Areas

. i Alternative 2 Alternative Alternative 4
Maﬁ:;m::? 'tl'a;:(relme zﬁ(l)tf gg;ﬁ;s Existing 3 Proposed Modified
Rule Plan Rule Rule

Wild Land Recreation 0 0 0 0
Primitive 0 0 0 0
Similar to Backcountry 6,200 0 0 0
Backcountry 0 5,900 5,900 CPz | 4600

NonCPZ 1,300
GFRG 0 0 0 0
SAHTS 0 0 0 0
Forest Plan Special Areas 0 300* 300* 300*
Total Acres 6,200 6,200 6,200 6,200

*The Management Prescription for the Forest Plan Special Areas in the Bald Mountain Roadless Area is wild and scenic river
(WSR). For further information on this designation, see the Boise National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan (LRMP).

Table Bald Mountain-2. Potential activities

Bald Mountain Alternative 1 Alternative 2 Alternative 3 Alternative 4
Potential Activities 2001 Roadless Existing Proposed Modified
Rule Plan Rule Rule

Road construction or reconstruction .
when timber cutting is allowed 0 5,900 5,900 4,600
Timber cutting to improve TEPS'
species habitat or to restore ecosystem 6,200 5,900 5,900 5,900
composition and structure
Timber cutting to reduce risk of 6.200 5900 5900 5900
uncharacteristic wildland fire effects ’ ’ ’ ’
Timber cutting to reduce significant risk 0 5900 5900 4600*
of wildland fire ’ ’
Road construction or reconstruction to 0 0 0 0
access new mineral leases
li:rsfzge use and occupancy for new 6,200 5.900 5.900 5.900

*Temporary road construction and timber cutting may be allowed in the 1,300 acres of Backcountry outside the CPZ to facilitate
hazardous fuels removal, but only if it is determined that there is a significant risk to a community or a municipal water supply

system.

Alternative 1 (2001 Roadless Rule): Under the 2001 Roadless Rule little to no timber cutting for
ecosystem restoration would be anticipated because road construction is prohibited to facilitate timber
harvest. Therefore no adverse effects to roadless characteristics are expected from timber activities or
associated road building. Additionally, no new leasable mineral activity would be expected given the
final EIS analysis assumption that no activity would occur without roaded access.

Alternative 2 (Existing Plans): Under the existing forest plan about 5,900 acres are within prescription
3.2 (active restoration and maintenance of aquatic, terrestrial and hydrology resources). Prescription 3.2
permits road construction or reconstruction and timber harvest to address immediate response situations,
where if action is not taken unacceptable impacts to aquatic, terrestrial or hydrology resource values
could occur. If temporary roads were used, then the road construction would likely change the unroaded
character in the short-term. However, since the road would be decommissioned and rehabilitated, and
the timber cutting activities would be designed for restoration purposes, roadless characteristics would
be maintained or enhanced in the long-run. If the project used a permanent road, then the changes to
unroaded character would be long-term, while the timber cutting activities would still be designed to

1 Threatened, endangered, proposed or sensitive species habitat (TEPS).
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maintain or enhance roadless characteristics. It's expected, however, that temporary roads would be
favored since the purpose of any road would be to facilitate restoration. Since roads are only permitted
for restoration purposes, no new leasable mineral activity is expected since it would require roaded
access.

Alternative 3 (Proposed Idaho Roadless Rule): Under the Proposed Rule 5,900 acres would be
available for limited timber cutting for ecosystem restoration and/or reduction of wildland fire risk to
communities. Road construction would be permitted when necessary to facilitate timber harvest. If
temporary roads are used, then the road construction would likely change the unroaded character in the
short-term. However, since the road would be decommissioned and rehabilitated, and the timber harvest
would be designed for restoration and/ or fire risk reduction purposes, roadless characteristics would be
maintained or enhanced over the long term. If the project used a permanent road, then the changes to
unroaded character would be long-term, while the timber harvest would still be designed for restoration
and/ or fire risk reduction purposes. Other timber cutting activities such as slashing and burning could
occur and would have minimal effects to roadless characteristics. No new leasable mineral activity is
expected under the Backcountry theme since roads are not permitted for mineral leases. The Backcountry
exception for roadbuilding for phosphate leases is not relevant since there is no potential phosphate
present in this roadless area.

Alternative 4 (Modified Idaho Roadless Rule): Under the Modified Idaho Roadless Rule, there are 5,900
acres under the Backcountry theme, 4,600 of which are in the community protection zone (CPZ). Within
the CPZ timber cutting for hazardous fuel removal would be allowed, and temporary roads could be
constructed to facilitate timber harvest if that is the desired tool for hazardous fuel removal. Temporary
road construction would likely change roadless characteristics in the short-term. However, since the road
would be decommissioned and rehabilitated, and the timber harvest would be designed for fire risk
reduction purposes, roadless characteristics would likely be maintained or enhanced over the long term.

For the 1,300 acres outside the CPZ, timber cutting and temporary road construction to facilitate timber
harvest could be allowed to reduce hazardous fuels if it is determined that there is a significant risk to a
community or a municipal water supply system. Since additional conditions would be required, it is
likely that temporary road construction for this purpose would be infrequent.

Timber cutting from existing roads, including those constructed for fuel reduction projects, or using aerial
systems could be done throughout all 5,900 Backcountry acres to improve TEPS habitat or ecosystem
composition and structure. Timber cutting for these purposes would occur on a limited basis and must
maintain or improve at least one or more roadless characteristics. As such, these activities are expected to
maintain or improve roadless characteristics over the long-term.

No new leasable mineral activity is expected under the Backcountry theme since roads are not permitted
to access new mineral leases of any kind.
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Bear Wallow #125
9,100 Acres

OVERVIEW AND DESCRIPTION

The Bear Wallow Roadless Area, on the Emmett Ranger District, lies between the Scriver Creek Road and
the Middle Fork Payette River Road. The area is accessed from the Middle Fork Payette River Road
(Forest Road 698) from the Banks-Lowman Highway (Forest Highway 17) via State Highway 55. The Bear
Wallow Trail traverses the area from north to south. Elevations range from about 3,200 feet to 6,000 feet.
Slopes are steep, dissected by small streams, and dominated by dense stands of ponderosa pine and
Douglas-fir.

Dense brush fields and old fire scars occur along the upper ridges and in the southern portion of the area.
Timbered stands are concentrated near Scriver Creek and Middle Fork Payette River. Slopes into the river
are over-steepened and highly erosive, with sparse vegetation except on the river terrace and in side
drainages. The gentler slopes into Scriver Creek support denser stands of timber, interspersed with
impenetrable stands of brush that originated from old fires. No prominent topographic features lie in the
Bear Wallow Roadless Area.

ROADLESS CHARACTERISTICS

Natural Integrity: The natural integrity and apparent naturalness of the Bear Wallow Roadless Area are
intact because few activities have occurred in this area.

Opportunities for Experience: Opportunities for solitude and remoteness are available due to the
complex, broken terrain and the fairly continuous vegetative cover. Opportunities for primitive
recreation and challenging experiences are good due to the rugged terrain. The area can be characterized
as hot and dry during the summer months.

Special Features: A segment of the Middle Fork Payette River lies adjacent to the eastern boundary. This
river segment is eligible for Wild and Scenic River designation. An estimated 1.3 miles of the river and
approximately 700 acres of the river corridor occur within the roadless area.

Manageability: The southeastern boundary could be logically defined as a certain offset from the Payette
River Road or the riverbank itself. The other boundaries would benefit from some minor changes to
create more logical and manageable boundaries.

RESOURCES

Fisheries: Bear Wallow includes small tributary streams that flow into the Middle Fork Payette River
from the east. These tributaries are upstream from Scriver Creek and downstream of Sixmile Creek,
which is partially included in the roadless area. Most of these tributaries have not been surveyed
primarily due to their small size. The most likely fish-bearing streams are Tie, Baron, and Rocky Canyon
Creeks (the largest of the tributaries), and any fish present are likely to be redband rainbow trout.
Tributaries within this roadless area are identified as bull trout key watersheds (State of Idaho 1996). Bull
trout are present.

Wildlife: Suitable habitat for federally listed endangered species such as the wolf and lynx is limited
within this roadless area. There is no potential lynx habitat in this area. Individuals that pass through
when dispersing from other areas are not likely to stay long because of the lack of denning habitat. The
lower portion of the roadless area adjoins the South Fork Payette River, which provides bald eagle
wintering habitat. No peregrine falcon habitat exists within this roadless area. Habitat exists for white-
headed woodpecker and flammulated owl within lower-elevation ponderosa pine stands. Habitat for
northern goshawk is provided within mid-slope forested areas. Limited habitat for pileated and white-
headed woodpecker, and meadow and red-backed vole, exists within the roadless area. Key winter range
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habitat is provided for elk and deer, most of it in the lower elevations adjacent to the Middle Fork Payette
River.

Water: Bear Wallow has a number of perennial streams, most of them flowing easterly towards the
Middle Fork Payette River. Water in the area contributes to recreation, fish and wildlife habitat, and other
uses on the forest. An estimated 2,400 acres are within a municipal watershed of Rivers Point Property
Owners.

Botanical: No threatened, endangered, or Region 4 sensitive plant species are known to occur in the area.
A very minor amount of rush skeletonweed has been identified in the area.

Recreation: The recreation use in this area is fairly minimal, with most of the use occurring during the fall
big-game hunting season.

Timber: The area includes 65,400 thousand board feet of standing timber volume, equivalent to 131,900
hundred cubic feet. An estimated 6,700 acres (73 percent) of the Bear Wallow Roadless Area are
tentatively suited timberlands. An estimated 300 acres are considered to have low productivity; 2,900
acres, moderate productivity; and 3,600 acres, high productivity.

Range: Approximately 80 percent of the area is within an active sheep allotment. An estimated 2,300
acres are capable sheep rangelands.

Minerals and Energy: The area is not a mineral development interest area. There are only two mining
claims in the area. This roadless area contains 9,100 acres of high geothermal potential.

Landownership and Special Features: There is no private or state land within the roadless area. One
outfitter-guide service provides cougar and bear hunting trips in the area.

Roads and Trails: There is some all-terrain vehicle use on the motorized trail along the western side.
There are segments of two motorized trails in the area, totaling about 6.1 miles.

Heritage: Although prehistoric sites have been documented in the South Fork Payette River corridor, the
steep topography of the roadless area results in the area having low cultural resource sensitivity.

Disturbances: An estimated 700 acres have burned by wildfire since 1960.

ALTERNATIVE DISCUSSION
This section discusses the general effects of each alternative on the Bear Wallow Roadless Area.

Table Bear Wallow-1 displays distribution of acres to each theme or theme equivalents by alternative.
These values represent potential, long-term outcomes of managing the roadless area based solely on
theme assignments. Table Bear Wallow-2 describes the potential acreage available for each regulated
activity under each alternative.

Table Bear Wallow-1. Acres by theme or theme equivalent, by alternative

Bear Wallow Alternative 1 Algerp?ive 2 A:;ernativcz| 3 Allt\:rr;?ft_ivg 4

2001 Roadless xistin ropose odifie

Management Theme Rule Plan ’ Isule Rule
Wild Land Recreation 0 0 0 0
Primitive 0 8,400 8,400 8,400
Similar to Backcountry 9,100 0 0 0
Backcountry 0 0 0 0
GFRG 0 0 0 0
SAHTS 0 0 0 0
Forest Plan Special Areas 0 700* 700* 700*
Total Acres 9,100 9,100 9,100 9,100

*The Management Prescription for the Forest Plan Special Area in the Bear Wallow Roadless Area is WSR. For further information
on this designation, see the Boise National Forest LRMP.
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Table Bear Wallow-2. Potential activities

Idaho Roadless Areas

Alternative 1 Alternative 2 Alternative 3 Alternative 4
Bea.r Wa||C.>V\.I ) 2001 Roadless Existing Proposed Modified
Potential Activities
Rule Plan Rule Rule

Road construction or reconstruction for

. . 0 0 0 0
allowed timber cutting
Timber cutting to improve TES species
habitat or to restore ecosystem 9,100 8,400 8,400 8,400
composition and structure
Timber cuttlpg_to rgduce r[sk of 9.100 8.400 8.400 1,500
uncharacteristic wildland fire effects
Tlmber (?uttlng tq reduce significant 0 8.400 8.400 0
risk of wildland fire
Road construction or reconstruction to 0 0 0 0
access new mineral leases
ISurface use and occupancy for new 9.100 8.400 0 0
eases

*Timber cutting is prohibited in Primitive except to maintain or restore TEPS habitat, restore ecosystem composition and function or
to reduce the risk of uncharacteristic wildland fire to a community or a municipal water supply system. Activities are expected to
occur in the 1,500 acres in the Primitive theme within 1% miles of a community and/or contain a municipal water supply system.

Alternative 1 (2001 Roadless Rule): Under the 2001 Roadless Rule little to no timber cutting for
ecosystem restoration would be anticipated because road construction is prohibited to facilitate timber
harvest. Therefore no adverse effects to roadless characteristics are expected from timber activities or
associated road building. Additionally, no new leasable mineral activity would be expected given the
final EIS analysis assumption that no activity would occur without roaded access.

Alternative 2 (Existing Plans): Under the existing plan about 8,400 acres are within prescription 4.1c
(undeveloped recreation, maintain unroaded character with allowance for restoration activities). Any
management activities must be designed and implemented in a manner that does not adversely
compromise the area’s roadless and undeveloped character. Road construction is prohibited except in
cases of reserved and outstanding rights. While mechanical vegetation treatment is permitted when it is
consistent with maintaining roadless characteristics, little to no timber cutting would be anticipated
because roads could not be constructed. Since roads are only permitted for reserved and outstanding
rights, no new leasable mineral activity is expected since it would require roaded access.

Alternative 3 (Proposed Idaho Roadless Rule): Under the Proposed Rule timber cutting is prohibited
on 8,400 acres except when done for ecosystem restoration and/or reduction of wildland fire risk to
communities, but little to no timber cutting would be anticipated because roads could not be constructed.
Road construction would be prohibited except in cases of reserved and outstanding rights; therefore there
would be no short term adverse effects expected to roadless characteristics due to road construction. The
Proposed Rule prohibits surface occupancy for new mineral leases; therefore there would be no change to
roadless character from mineral activities.

Alternative 4 (Modified Idaho Roadless Rule): Under the Modified Rule, there are 8,400 acres under
the Primitive theme. Timber cutting is prohibited except when done to improve TEPS habitat or
ecosystem composition and function, or to reduce the risk of uncharacteristic wildland fire, but only
adjacent to a community or a municipal water supply system. Any wildland fire risk reduction activities
are expected to occur in the 1,500 acres of the Primitive theme area that are within 1'% miles of a
community and/or contain a municipal water supply system. No new roads can be constructed for these
activities, so limited timber harvest is expected because of lack of roaded access. In addition these
activities must maintain or improve at least one or more roadless characteristics. Activities away from
roads would likely be in the form of prescribed fire or wildland fire use. Any such projects would likely
maintain or improve roadless characteristics over the long-term. There would be no new leasable mineral
activities since new surface occupancy and road building for mineral access are both prohibited.
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Bernard #029
20,900 Acres

OVERVIEW AND DESCRIPTION

The Bernard Roadless Area, on the Cascade and Lowman Ranger Districts, includes parts of the Elk
Creek, Sulphur Creek, and Deadwood River drainages. This area is accessed from the Warm Lake
Highway (Forest Road 22), via State Highways 21 or 55. This area is also accessed from the Porter Creek
(008), Tyndall-Sulphur (095), and West Fork Elk Creek (006) Trails.

Elevations range from about 6,000 feet along the Deadwood River to 8,203 feet atop Bernard Mountain.
The southern portion of the area has characteristic moderately steep slopes, while the northern portion is
dominated by glacial trough lands. Moderate to dense stands of Douglas-fir exist at the lower elevations,
and stands of Engelmann spruce, lodgepole pine, and subalpine fir are found at the higher elevations.

Overall, the area is marked with steep forested slopes that give way to open alpine meadows and
scattered alpine timber stands. Scenic views of the Deadwood River Canyon, Deadwood Reservoir, and
the Sawtooth Mountains can be seen from ridge tops. Notable landmarks include Pilgrim Mountain
(8,196 feet), and Bernard Mountain (8,203 feet).

ROADLESS CHARACTERISTICS
Natural Integrity: The natural integrity and appearance of the area are intact.

Opportunities for Experience: When considered as part of the adjacent Frank Church - River of No
Return Wilderness, the opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation are plentiful. The steep and
rugged terrain provides challenges to cross-country travel.

Special Features: A segment of the Deadwood River lies adjacent to the western boundary. This river
segment is eligible for Wild and Scenic River designation with a recreational classification. An estimated
500 acres of the river corridor occur within the roadless area.

Manageability: The area has some very complex and irregular boundaries due to the long cherry stem
exclusion of the road along Sulphur Creek. The eastern boundary of the area is adjacent to the Frank
Church - River of No Return Wilderness.

RESOURCES

Fisheries: Upper Sulphur Creek and its tributaries lie within the northern portion of the roadless area. A
tributary from the north supports westslope cutthroat trout. Sulphur Creek is a tributary to the Middle
Fork Salmon River that supports westslope cutthroat trout and listed Chinook and steelhead and is
critical habitat for Snake River spring/summer Chinook. The area encompasses portions of other streams
in the Johnson Creek drainage that may also provide spawning and/ or rearing habitat for listed Chinook,
steelhead, and bull trout. The entire roadless area lies within an area designated as critical habitat for
spring/summer Chinook salmon. The southern portion of the Bernard Roadless Area contains North
Fork Deer Creek, Little Beaver Creek, and East Fork Deadwood River. All of these streams except Little
Beaver Creek flow into the Upper South Fork Payette key bull trout watershed (State of Idaho 1996).

North Fork Deer Creek contains a small section of focal (spawning and rearing) bull trout habitat. This
and adjacent subpopulations of bull trout in the South Fork Deer Creek are important because the upper
Deadwood River watershed is isolated from colonization due to Deadwood Dam.

East Fork Deadwood River, Topnotch, Bernard, and other small tributaries to the upper Deadwood River
contain only short sections of redband rainbow trout spawning and rearing habitat near their mouths.
The rest of these streams are too steep and small. The East Fork Deadwood River appears to have good
habitat; however, bull trout and other fish are absent upstream of the mouth.
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Little Beaver Creek flows into Bear Valley, which has been designated as critical salmon habitat. Chinook
salmon and steelhead trout may use the lower sections for rearing. Redband rainbow trout and westslope
cutthroat trout may use Little Beaver Creek for spawning and rearing. An estimated 4.5 miles of streams
in the area have bull trout spawning and rearing habitat. Bull trout, Chinook summer salmon and
steelhead are identified as present in this roadless area.

Wildlife: Confirmed gray wolf activity has occurred in this roadless area with increasing activity
occurring since the augmentation program in the 1990s. Sixty-eight percent of the roadless area has
potential lynx habitat, but it is not known if lynx are present. Fisher, wolverine, boreal owl, great gray
owl], northern three-toed woodpecker, northern goshawk, flammulated owl, Townsend’s big-eared bat,
spotted bat, and spotted frog are Region 4 sensitive species. These species are either known or highly
likely to occur in this roadless area.

Water: The area has drainages flowing predominantly westerly to Johnson Creek and southerly to Deer
Creek. Water in the area contributes to recreation, fish and wildlife habitat, and other uses on the forest.

Botanical: Idaho Douglasia (Douglasia idahoensis), a sensitive plant species, occurs in the area. There are
no inventoried locations of noxious weeds within the roadless area.

Recreation: The area receives some backcountry hunting, hiking, and camping.

Timber: The area includes an estimated 132,000 thousand board feet of standing timber volume,
equivalent to 260,000 hundred cubic feet. An estimated 17,800 acres (85 percent) of the roadless area are
tentatively suited timberlands. An estimated 12,100 acres are considered to have low productivity; 5,900
acres, moderate productivity; and 400 acres, high productivity.

Range: A portion of one cattle allotment encompasses about 35 percent of the roadless area and is
managed under a rest-rotation system. There are 944 acres of capable cattle rangelands in the roadless
area.

Minerals and Energy: Twenty-one mining claims exist in the area. The patented Deadwood mine adjoins
the roadless area. The area is not an identified mineral development interest area. This roadless area
contains 20,900 acres of high geothermal potential.

Landownership and Special Features: There are no private or state-owned lands within the roadless
area. One outfitter-guide provide bear and cougar hunting trips in the area, while another provides deer
and elk hunting trips, summer pack trips, and trail rides.

Roads and Trails: The area has three non-motorized trails totaling about 4.6 miles that access the adjacent
Frank Church - River of No Return Wilderness.

Heritage: Cultural resource site sensitivity is rated as low to moderate. Mining sites have been located
along the Deadwood River, although none have been identified within the roadless area.

Disturbances: There have been four recorded wildfire ignitions or occurrences since 1960. An estimated
6,500 acres have burned in wildfires, most of this in the 1987 Deadwood fire.

ALTERNATIVE DISCUSSION
This section discusses the general effects of each alternative on the Bernard Roadless Area.

Table Bernard-1 displays distribution of acres to each theme or theme equivalents by alternative. These
values represent potential, long-term outcomes of managing the roadless area based solely on theme
assignments. Table Bernard-2 describes the potential acreage available for each regulated activity under
each alternative.
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Table Bernard -1. Acres by theme or theme equivalent, by alternative

Alternative 1

Alternative 2

Alternative 3

Alternative 4

Bernard
2001 Roadless Existin Proposed Modified
Management Theme Rule Plan ° RE,ule Rule

Wild Land Recreation 0 0 0 0
Primitive 0 0 0 0
Primitive CPZ 0 0 0 0
Similar to Backcountry 20,900 0 0 0
CPz 2,900

Backcountry 0 20,400 20,400 NonCP 17,50
Z 0

GFRG 0 0 0 0
SAHTS 0 0 0 0
Forest Plan Special Areas 0 500* 500* 500*
Total Acres 20,900 20,900 20,900 20,900

*The Management Prescription for the Forest Plan Special Area in the Bernard Roadless Area is WSR. For further information on
this designation, see the Boise National Forest LRMP.

Table Bernard-2. Potential activities

STl Alternative 1 Alternative 2 Alternative 3 Alternative 4
Potential Activities 2001 Roadless Existing Proposed Modified
Rule Plan Rule Rule

Road construction or reconstruction .
for allowed timber cutting 0 20,400 20,400 2,900
Timber cutting to improve TEPS
species habitat or to restore 20,900 20,400 20,400 20,400
ecosystem composition and structure
Timber cutting to reduce risk of
uncharacteristic wildland fire effects 20,900 20,400 20,400 20,400
Timber cutting to reduce significant N
risk of wildland fire 0 20,400 20,400 2,900
Road construction or reconstruction to 0 0 0 0
access new mineral leases
i:’:::e use and accupancy for new 20,900 20,400 20,400 20,400

*Temporary road construction and timber cutting may be allowed in the 17,500 acres of Backcountry outside the CPZ to facilitate
hazardous fuels removal, but only if there is a significant risk to a community or a municipal water supply system.
Alternative 1 (2001 Roadless Rule): Under the 2001 Roadless Rule little to no timber cutting for
ecosystem restoration would be anticipated because road construction is prohibited to facilitate timber
harvest. Therefore no adverse effects to roadless characteristics are expected from timber activities or
associated road building. Additionally, no new leasable mineral activity would be expected given the
final EIS analysis assumption that no activity would occur without roaded access.

Alternative 2 (Existing Plans): Under the existing forest plan about 11,300 acres are within prescription
3.2 (active restoration and maintenance of aquatic, terrestrial and hydrology resources) and about 9,100
acres are within prescription 3.1 (passive restoration and maintenance). Both prescriptions permit road
construction or reconstruction and timber harvest to address immediate response situations, where if
action is not taken unacceptable impacts to aquatic, terrestrial or hydrology resource values could occur.
The prescriptions do not require that the road be temporary. If temporary roads were used, then the road
construction would likely change the unroaded character in the short-term. However, since the road
would be decommissioned and rehabilitated, and the timber cutting activities would be designed for
restoration purposes, roadless characteristics would be maintained or enhanced in the long-run. If the
project used a permanent road, then the changes to unroaded character would be long-term, while the
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timber cutting activities would still be designed to maintain or enhance roadless characteristics. It's
expected, however, that temporary roads would be favored since the purpose of any road would be to
facilitate restoration. Since roads are only permitted for restoration purposes, no new leasable mineral
activity is expected since it would require roaded access.

Alternative 3 (Proposed Idaho Roadless Rule): Under the Proposed Rule 20,400 acres would be
available for limited timber cutting for ecosystem restoration and/or reduction of wildland fire risk to
communities. Road construction would be permitted when necessary to facilitate timber harvest. If
temporary roads are used, then the road construction would likely change the unroaded character in the
short-term. However, since the road would be decommissioned and rehabilitated, and the timber harvest
would be designed for restoration and/ or fire risk reduction purposes, roadless characteristics would be
maintained or enhanced over the long term. If the project used a permanent road, then the changes to
unroaded character would be long-term, while the timber harvest would still be designed for restoration
and/ or fire risk reduction purposes. Other timber cutting activities such as slashing and burning could
occur and would have minimal effects to roadless characteristics. No new leasable mineral activity is
expected under the Backcountry theme since roads are not permitted for mineral leases. The Backcountry
exception for roadbuilding for phosphate leases is not relevant since there is no potential phosphate
present in this roadless area.

Alternative 4 (Modified Idaho Roadless Rule): Under the Modified Idaho Roadless Rule, there are
20,400 acres under the Backcountry theme, 2,900 of which are in the CPZ. Within the CPZ timber cutting
for hazardous fuel removal would be allowed, and temporary roads could be constructed to facilitate
timber harvest if that is the desired tool for hazardous fuel removal. Temporary road construction would
likely change roadless characteristics in the short-term. However, since the road would be
decommissioned and rehabilitated, and the timber harvest activities would be designed for fire risk
reduction purposes, roadless characteristics would likely be maintained or enhanced over the long term.

For the 17,500 acres outside the CPZ, timber cutting and temporary road construction to facilitate timber
harvest could be allowed to reduce hazardous fuels if it is determined that there is a significant risk to a
community or a municipal water supply system. Since additional conditions would be required, it is
likely that temporary road construction for this purpose would be infrequent. Activities outside the CPZ
would be designed to maintain or improve one or more of the roadless area characteristics over the long
term.

Timber cutting from existing roads, including those constructed for fuel reduction projects, or using aerial
systems could be done throughout all 20,400 Backcountry acres to improve TEPS habitat or ecosystem
composition and structure. Timber cutting for these purposes would occur on a limited basis and must
maintain or improve at least one or more roadless characteristics. As such, these activities are expected to
maintain or improve roadless characteristics over the long-term.

No new leasable mineral activity is expected under the Backcountry theme since roads are not permitted
to access new mineral leases of any kind.
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Black Lake #036
5,300 Acres

OVERVIEW AND DESCRIPTION

The Black Lake Roadless Area, on the Cascade Ranger District, lies between the Thunder Mountain and
Trapper Creek Roads (Forest Roads 440 and 440A), and adjoins the Frank Church - River of No Return
Wilderness. The area is accessed from the Thunder Mountain Road, off the Johnson Creek Road (Forest
Road 413) north of Landmark. The area is also accessed by the Summit Trail (068).

Elevations range from about 7,000 feet near the Thunder Mountain Road to 9,169 feet at Pistol Rock. The
area is underlain by Cretaceous granitics of the Idaho Batholith. Steep-sided, unshaped glacial valleys are
vegetated with Engelmann spruce, subalpine fir, and lodgepole pine in the higher country and Douglas-
fir at the lower elevations. Generally, the Black Lake area has high-elevation U-shaped glacial valleys and
cirque basin topography. Prominent landmarks include Pistol Rock and Black Lake.

ROADLESS CHARACTERISTICS

Natural Integrity: The natural appearance and integrity of the area has been affected in some locations by
historic mining activity. Overall, the area generally retains its natural appearance and natural integrity.

Opportunities for Experience: When considered alone, the Black Lake area has limited opportunities for
solitude, challenge, and primitive recreation due to its small size. When considered as an addition to the
Frank Church - River of No Return Wilderness, the area would compliment the extensive opportunities
for solitude and primitive recreation in the Wilderness.

Special Features: About 100 acres of the 1,290-acre Chilcoot Peak Research Natural Area lie within this
roadless area.

Manageability: A portion of the area’s boundaries is shared with the Frank Church - River of No Return
Wilderness. Only a few minor boundary adjustments would be needed to make this a manageable
addition.

RESOURCES

Fisheries: Trapper and Riordan Creeks support bull trout. As the headwaters of Riordan Creek, Black
Lake may also support bull trout. The entire roadless area is within area designated as critical habitat for
spring/summer Chinook salmon. Spawning and rearing habitat exists for Chinook salmon and bull trout.
There is an estimated 3.1 miles of stream with bull trout spawning and rearing habitat. Bull trout,
Chinook summer salmon, and steelhead habitat overlaps this roadless area.

Wildlife: Confirmed gray wolf activity has occurred in this roadless area, with increasing activity
occurring since the augmentation program in the 1990s. An estimated 88 percent of this roadless area is
identified lynx habitat. Fisher, wolverine, boreal owl, great gray owl, northern three-toed woodpecker,
northern goshawk, flammulated owl, Townsend’s big-eared bat, spotted bat, and spotted frog are Region
4 sensitive species either known or highly likely to occur in this roadless area. Potential wolverine
denning habitat has been identified in the area.

Water: There are a few scattered small bodies of water in the area. Black Lake contains the headwaters of
Riordan Creek and Trapper Creek that eventually flow to Johnson Creek. Water in the area contributes to
recreation, fish and wildlife habitat, and other uses on the forest.

Botanical: No threatened, endangered, or Region 4 sensitive plant species are known to occur in the area.
There has been few plant surveys conducted in the area. There are no inventoried locations of noxious
weeds within the roadless area.

Timber: The roadless area has 33,900 thousand board feet of standing timber volume, equivalent to
67,100 hundred cubic feet. An estimated 4,400 acres (83 percent) of the Black Lake Roadless Area are
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tentatively suited timberlands. An estimated 2,000 acres are considered to have low productivity and
3,000 acres are considered moderate productivity.

Range: Portions of two allotments encompassing the entire roadless area. One allotment is grazed by
cattle and managed under a rest-rotation system. The other allotment is grazed with horses under a
season-long grazing system. There are 200 acres of capable cattle rangeland in this roadless area.

Minerals and Energy: There are 263 mining claims in the area. The area is estimated to have a high level
of mineral development interest. This roadless area contains 5,300 acres of high geothermal potential.

Landownership and Special Features: There are no private or state lands within the roadless area, and

no special uses.

Roads and Trails: There is one non-motorized trail of an estimated 2.5 miles.

Heritage: Cultural resource site sensitivity is rated as moderate based upon the topography and report of
historic sites. The area has had few surveys conducted within it.

Disturbances: There have been no major disturbances in the area recently.

ALTERNATIVE DISCUSSION

This section discusses the general effects of each alternative on the Black Lake Roadless Area.

Table Black Lake-1 displays distribution of acres to each theme or theme equivalents by alternative. These
values represent potential, long-term outcomes of managing the roadless area based solely on theme
assignments. Table Black Lake-2 describes the potential acreage available for each regulated activity

under each alternative.

Table Black Lake-1. Acres by theme or theme equivalent, by alternative

Alternative 1

Alternative 2

Alternative 3

Alternative 4

Black Lake
2001 Roadless Existin Proposed Modified
Management Theme Rule Plan ’ Isule Rule
Wild Land Recreation 0 0 0 0
Primitive 0 0 0 0
Similar to Backcountry 5,300 0 0 0
Backcountry 0 5,200 5,200 5,200
GFRG 0 0 0 0
SAHTS 0 0 0 0
Forest Plan Special Areas 0 100* 100* 100*
Total Acres 5,300 5,300 5,300 5,300

*The Management Prescription for the Forest Plan Special Area in the Black Lake Roadless Area is Research Natural Areas (RNA).
For further information on this designation, see the Boise National Forest LRMP.
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Black Lake Alternative 1 Alternative 2 Alternative 3 Alternative 4
Potential Activities 2001 Roadless Existing Proposed Modified
Rule Plan Rule Rule

Road construction or reconstruction 0 5200 5200 0
for allowed timber cutting ’ ’
Timber cutting to improve TES
species habitat or to restore 5,300 5,200 5,200 5,200
ecosystem composition and structure
Timber cutting to reduce risk of
uncharacteristic wildland fire effects 5,300 5,200 5,200 5,200
Timber cutting to reduce significant 0 5200 5200 0
risk of wildland fire ’ ’
Road construction or reconstruction to 0 0 0 0
access new mineral leases
it;rsfzcs:e use and occupancy for new 5300 5,200 5,200 5,200

Alternative 1 (2001 Roadless Rule): Under the 2001 Roadless Rule little to no timber cutting for
ecosystem restoration would be anticipated because road construction is prohibited to facilitate timber
harvest. Therefore no adverse effects to roadless characteristics are expected from timber activities or
associated road building. Additionally, no new leasable mineral activity would be expected given the
final EIS analysis assumption that no activity would occur without roaded access.

Alternative 2 (Existing Plans): Under the existing forest plan about 5,200 acres are within prescription
3.2 (active restoration and maintenance of aquatic, terrestrial and hydrology resources). Prescription 3.2
permits road construction or reconstruction and timber harvest to address immediate response situations,
where if action is not taken unacceptable impacts to aquatic, terrestrial or hydrology resource values
could occur. The prescription does not require that the road be temporary. If temporary roads were used,
then the road construction would likely change the unroaded character in the short-term. However, since
the road would be decommissioned and rehabilitated, and the timber cutting activities would be
designed for restoration purposes, roadless characteristics would be maintained or enhanced in the long-
run. If the project used a permanent road, then the changes to unroaded character would be long-term,
while the timber cutting activities would still be designed to maintain or enhance roadless characteristics.
It’s expected, however, that temporary roads would be favored since the purpose of any road would be to
facilitate restoration. Since roads are only permitted for restoration purposes, no new leasable mineral
activity is expected since it would require roaded access.

Alternative 3 (Proposed Idaho Roadless Rule): Under the Proposed Rule 5,200 acres would be
available for limited timber cutting for ecosystem restoration and/or reduction of wildland fire risk to
communities. Road construction would be permitted when necessary for the permitted timber activities.
If temporary roads are used, then the road construction would likely change the unroaded character in
the short-term. However, since the road would be decommissioned and rehabilitated, and the timber
cutting activities would be designed for restoration and/ or fire risk reduction purposes, roadless
characteristics would be maintained or enhanced over the long term. If the project used a permanent
road, then the changes to unroaded character would be long-term, while the timber cutting activities
would still be designed for restoration and/ or fire risk reduction purposes. No new leasable mineral
activity is expected under the Backcountry theme since roads are not permitted for mineral leases. The
Backcountry exception for roadbuilding for phosphate leases is not relevant since there is no potential
phosphate present in this roadless area.

Alternative 4 (Modified Idaho Roadless Rule): Under the Modified Idaho Roadless Rule, there are
5,200 acres under the Backcountry theme, none of which are in the CPZ, and none overlap municipal
water supply systems; therefore no roads could be constructed to facilitate fuel reduction projects. In
addition, since there are no communities or municipal water supply systems nearby, no timber harvest or
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associated road building would occur for the purpose of reducing the significant risk of wildland fire
effects.

Timber cutting from existing roads or using aerial systems could be done throughout all 5,200
Backcountry acres to improve TEPS habitat or ecosystem composition and function. Timber cutting for
these purposes would occur on a limited basis and must maintain or improve at least one or more
roadless characteristics. As such, these activities are expected to maintain or improve roadless
characteristics over the long-term.

No new leasable mineral activity is expected under the Backcountry theme since roads are not permitted
to access new mineral leases of any kind.
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Breadwinner #006
20,500 Acres

OVERVIEW AND DESCRIPTION

The Breadwinner Roadless Area is located on the Idaho City and Mountain Home Ranger Districts, and
extends between Badger Creek recreation site and Alexander Flats along the Middle Fork Boise River and
between Troutdale and Barber Flat on the North Fork Boise River. The Breadwinner area can also be
accessed by the Cottonwood Creek (189), Haga Creek (130), and Short Creek (168) Trails.

Elevations in this roadless area, which is underlain by granitics of the Idaho Batholithic, range from 3,100
to 6,000 feet. Slopes are steep and dissected by small streams; about one-third of the area has slopes over
60 percent. Hot dry summers and shallow granitic soils support open brush-grass communities scattered
with stands of ponderosa pine. Stands of Douglas-fir occur on northern slopes and are broken by open
non-forested areas. Overall, the Breadwinner area has rolling dry slopes, forested peaks, and V-shaped
canyons and gullies. The North Fork Boise River Canyon, from Troutdale to Rabbit Creek, provides good
opportunities for river floating.

ROADLESS CHARACTERISTICS

Natural Integrity: Although the natural integrity of this area has been affected by early placer mining,
evidence of these past activities is very limited. The natural appearance is relatively intact. There is a
short segment (0.17 mile) of forest road just within the roadless area boundary.

Opportunities for Experience: The 7-mile float trip down the North Fork Boise River from Rabbit Creek
to Troutdale provides the best opportunities for solitude, primitive recreation, and challenging
experience in this roadless area. This section of the river is rugged and isolated. Opportunities for the
float trip are restricted to certain times of the year when river flows are adequate.

Special Features: The 900-acre North Fork Boise River Research Natural Area is contained within the
Breadwinner Roadless Area. The Breadwinner Roadless Area contains an eight-mile stretch of the North
Fork Boise River just prior to its confluence with the Middle Fork. The confluence of the Middle and
North Fork Boise River occurs within the roadless area. A segment of the Middle Fork Boise River lies
adjacent to the southern boundary and a segment of the North Fork Boise River bisects the roadless area.
These river segments are eligible for Wild and Scenic River designation. Within the roadless area there
are a total of 9.8 river miles and an estimated 3,000 corridor acres eligible for inclusion within the Wild
and Scenic River system.

Manageability: There is a small (about 1,500 acres) portion in the northwestern corner that is effectively
isolated from the main body of the roadless area. Redefining the boundaries to exclude this portion
would facilitate wilderness manageability. The North Fork and Middle Forks of the Boise River would
make logical boundaries for much of the area.

RESOURCES

Fisheries: Streams that are located in this area are Logging Gulch, French Creek, Haga Creek, and
Meadow Creek. These streams contain redband rainbow trout, brook trout, and bull trout. The North
Fork Boise River is important nodal (migration and over-wintering) habitat for bull trout and also
contains suckers, whitefish, and sculpins. The North Fork Boise River also provides important wintering
habitat for adult redband rainbow trout.

Wildlife: Bald eagles winter along the North and Middle Forks Boise River in this roadless area. The area
contains species typical for ponderosa pine up to subalpine fir habitats. The area contains important
security area for big game (elk and deer) and for species such as wolverine. Habitat for fisher, northern
goshawk, white-headed woodpecker, flammulated owl, great gray owl, and mountain quail exists or is
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likely to exist in the area. Important winter range for elk and mule deer occurs along the Middle Fork and
North Forks Boise River.

Water: The Breadwinner Roadless Area contains a portion of the North Fork Boise River, and the Middle
Fork Boise River borders the area to the south. Water in the area contributes to recreation, fish and
wildlife habitat, and other uses on the forest.

Botanical: No threatened, endangered, or sensitive plant species are known to occur in the area. Rush
skeletonweed, a noxious weed, has infested an estimated 200 acres.

Recreation: Recreational use consists primarily of fall big-game hunting, some upland bird hunting, and
some spring river floating and river fishing in the Middle and North Fork Boise River. There is some
incidental hiking and backpacking in the area.

Timber: The roadless area includes about 77,500 thousand board feet of standing timber volume,
equivalent to 155,400 hundred cubic feet. An estimated 8,600 acres (41 percent) are tentatively suited
timberland, with 4,000 acres considered to have low productivity; 6,300 acres, moderate productivity; and
1,300 acres, high productivity.

Range: All of the roadless area is within a sheep allotment. There are no grazing improvements within
the roadless area. There are 2,400 acres of capable sheep rangelands.

Minerals and Energy: There are currently 98 mining claims within the area. This roadless area contains
20,500 acres of high geothermal potential.

Landownership and Special Features: There are no private or state lands within the roadless area. One
outfitter-guide provides cougar and bear hunting opportunities.

Roads and Trails: There are three trails in the area, including two motorized trails totaling about 5.7
miles and 1.5 miles of non-motorized trail.

Heritage: The area has low cultural resource sensitivity. There are Civilian Conservation Corps
structures, mining, and prehistoric sites documented along the Middle Fork Boise River.

Disturbances: There have been 13 recorded wildfire ignitions or occurrences since 1960. An estimated 700
acres have burned by wildfire since then.

ALTERNATIVE DISCUSSION
This section discusses the general effects of each alternative on the Breadwinner Roadless Area.

Table Breakwinner-1 displays distribution of acres to each theme or theme equivalents by alternative.
These values represent potential, long-term outcomes of managing the roadless area based solely on
theme assignments. Table Breadwinner-2 describes the potential acreage available for each regulated
activity under each alternative.
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Sreered Alternative 1 Algerp?ive 2 A:;ernativcz| 3 Allt\:rr;?ft_ivg 4

2001 Roadless xistin ropose odifie

Management Theme Rule Plan ’ Igule Rule
Wild Land Recreation 0 0 0 0
Primitive 0 0 0 0
Similar to Backcountry 20,500 0 0 0
Backcountry 0 16,600 16,600 16,600
GFRG 0 0 0 0
SAHTS 0 0 0 0
Forest Plan Special Areas 0 3,900* 3,900* 3,900*
Total Acres 20,500 20,500 20,500 20,500

*The Management Prescription for the Forest Plan Special Area in the Breadwinner Roadless Area is 3000 acres as WSR, 500
acres as RNA and 400 acres managed under both WSR and RNA. For further information on this designation, see the Boise

National Forest LRMP.

Table Breadwinner-2. Potential activities

Alternative 1 Alternative 2 Alternative 3 Alternative 4
Breadwinner 2001 Roadless Existing Proposed Modified
Potential Activities Rule Plan Rule Rule

Road construction or reconstruction 0 16.600 16.600 0
for allowed timber cutting ’ ’
Timber cutting to improve TES
species habitat or to restore 20,500 16,600 16,600 16,600
ecosystem composition and structure
Timber cutting to reduce risk of
uncharacteristic wildland fire effects 20,500 16,600 16,600 16,600
Timber cutting to reduce significant
risk of wildland fire 0 16,600 16,600 0
Road construction or reconstruction to 0 0 0 0
access new mineral leases
Surface use and occupancy for new
leases 20,500 16,600 16,600 16,600

Alternative 1 (2001 Roadless Rule): Under the 2001 Roadless Rule little to no timber cutting for
ecosystem restoration would be anticipated because road construction is prohibited to facilitate timber
harvest. Therefore no adverse effects to roadless characteristics are expected from timber activities.

Additionally, no new leasable mineral activity would be expected given the final EIS analysis assumption
that no activity would occur without roaded access.

Alternative 2 (Existing Plans): Under the existing forest plan about 16,600 acres are within prescription
3.2 (active restoration and maintenance of aquatic, terrestrial and hydrology resources). Prescription 3.2
permits road construction or reconstruction and timber harvest to address immediate response situations,
where if action is not taken unacceptable impacts to aquatic, terrestrial or hydrology resource values
could occur. The prescription does not require that the road be temporary. If temporary roads were used,
then the road construction would likely change the unroaded character in the short-term. However, since
the road would be decommissioned and rehabilitated, and the timber cutting activities would be
designed for restoration purposes, roadless characteristics would be maintained or enhanced in the long-
run. If the project used a permanent road, then the changes to unroaded character would be long-term,
while the timber cutting activities would still be designed to maintain or enhance roadless characteristics.
It’'s expected, however, that temporary roads would be favored since the purpose of any road would be to
facilitate restoration. Since roads are only permitted for restoration purposes, no new leasable mineral
activity is expected since it would require roaded access.

C4-20 Appendix C. Idaho Roadless Areas



Roadless Area Conservation; National Forest System Lands in Idaho FEIS Idaho Roadless Areas

Alternative 3 (Proposed Idaho Roadless Rule): Under the Proposed Rule 16,600 acres would be
available for limited timber cutting for ecosystem restoration and/ or reduction of wildland fire risk to
communities. Road construction would be permitted when necessary for the permitted timber activities.
If temporary roads are used, then the road construction would likely change the unroaded character in
the short-term. However, since the road would be decommissioned and rehabilitated, and the timber
cutting activities would be designed for restoration and/ or fire risk reduction purposes, roadless
characteristics would be maintained or enhanced over the long term. If the project used a permanent
road, then the changes to unroaded character would be long-term, while the timber cutting activities
would still be designed for restoration and/ or fire risk reduction purposes. No new leasable mineral
activity is expected under the Backcountry theme since roads are not permitted for mineral leases. The
Backcountry exception for roadbuilding for phosphate leases is not relevant since there is no potential
phosphate present in this roadless area.

Alternative 4 (Modified Idaho Roadless Rule): Under the Modified Idaho Roadless Rule, there are
16,600 acres under the Backcountry theme, none of which are in the CPZ; therefore no roads could be
constructed to facilitate fuel reduction projects. In addition, since there are no communities or municipal
water supply systems nearby, no timber harvest or associated road building would occur for the purpose
of reducing the significant risk of wildland fire effects.

Timber cutting from existing roads or using aerial systems could be done throughout all 16,600
Backcountry acres to improve TEPS habitat or ecosystem composition and function. Timber cutting for
these purposes would occur on a limited basis and must maintain or improve at least one or more
roadless characteristics. As such, these activities are expected to maintain or improve roadless
characteristics over the long-term.

No new leasable mineral activity is expected under the Backcountry theme since roads are not permitted
to access new mineral leases of any kind.
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Burnt Log #035
23,700 Acres

OVERVIEW AND DESCRIPTION

The Burnt Log Roadless Area, on the Cascade Ranger District, lies about one mile north of Landmark.
The area is accessed by the Horn Creek and Burnt Log Roads (Forest Roads 414 and 447), via the Warm
Lake-Stanley Road (Forest Road 579). The area is also accessed by the McClure (089), Burnt Log (123), and
Pistol Creek (087) Trails. The area has a very irregular shape, with long fingers and a narrow section
adjoining the Frank Church - River of No Return Wilderness.

Elevations range from about 5,400 feet at the mouth of Burnt Log Creek to about 9,000 feet near Chilcoot
Peak. In the lower portion of the Burnt Log Creek drainage, flat to gently rolling terrain drops off steeply
into Johnson Creek. The area is dominated by lodgepole pine and subalpine fir, though stands of
ponderosa pine and Douglas-fir are found on lower, steep slopes. Overall, the Burnt Log Roadless Area is
marked by flat ridge-tops and deep, steep V-shaped drainages.

ROADLESS CHARACTERISTICS

Natural Integrity: The natural integrity and appearance of the Burnt Log Roadless Area is generally
intact. There are short segments of three different forest roads within the roadless area, totaling 0.6 mile.

Opportunities for Experience: The area is fairly large, yet the extremely irregular and complex shape
limits the opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation. As a result, many portions of the area are
less than one mile wide, while the widest portion is less than 4 miles in width. Opportunities for solitude
exist due to the complex and varied terrain, while the convoluted shape restricts opportunities for
challenge or primitive recreation. A very narrow segment of the area is contiguous to the Frank Church -
River of No Return Wilderness.

Special Features: About 700 acres of the 1,290 acre Chilcoot Peak Research Natural Area lies within this
roadless area. A segment of Burnt Log Creek bisects the roadless area and is eligible for Wild and Scenic
River designation. An estimated 10.5 miles of the river and 3,100 acres of the river corridor occur within
the roadless area. This roadless area also supports a small population of mountain goats. Chilcoot Creek
and nearby Chilcoot Lake are areas of special recreational interest.

Manageability: Because of the very complex and irregular boundaries, it would be difficult to define and
administer the area as a designated wilderness. More logical and definable boundaries could be drawn,
but would result in a large reduction of acreage.

RESOURCES

Fisheries: Peanut Creek, a tributary to Burnt Log Creek, supports westslope cutthroat trout. Burnt Log
Creek supports westslope cutthroat trout and bull trout populations, and is used as spawning and
rearing habitat by listed Chinook and steelhead. The roadless area encompasses portions of other streams
in the Johnson Creek drainage that may also provide spawning and/ or rearing habitat for listed Chinook,
steelhead, bull trout, and cutthroat trout. The entire roadless area is within an area designated as critical
habitat for spring/summer Chinook salmon. An estimated 15.7 miles of stream are bull trout spawning
and rearing habitat.

Wildlife: Confirmed gray wolf activity has occurred in this roadless area, with increasing activity
occurring since the augmentation program in the 1990s. Over 70 percent of this roadless area is potential
lynx habitat. The roadless area provides relatively undisturbed and remote habitat that is very valuable
for species. Fisher, a Region 4 sensitive species also occurs in this roadless area.

Water: There are a few scattered small bodies of water in the area. The area has a number of perennial
streams in the Burnt Log Creek drainage that flow northwesterly to Johnson Creek. Water in the area
contributes to recreation, fish, wildlife and other uses on the forest.
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Botanical: No threatened, endangered, or Region 4 sensitive plant species are known to occur in the area.
There has been few plant surveys conducted in the area. There are no inventoried locations of noxious
weeds within the roadless area.

Timber: The roadless area has 187,400 thousand board feet of standing timber volume, equivalent to
369,000 hundred cubic feet. An estimated 21,300 acres (90 percent) of the Burnt Log Roadless Area are
tentatively suited timberlands. An estimated 14,200 acres are considered to have low productivity and
8,800 acres are considered moderate productivity.

Range: A portion of one allotment encompasses about 80 percent of the roadless area. It is grazed by
cattle and managed under a rest-rotation system. There are approximately 1,000 acres of capable cattle
rangeland in the roadless area. The portion of the allotment within the roadless area receives moderate
use and contains fences used for stock management.

Minerals and Energy: There are no mining claims in the area and the area is not considered a potential
mineral development area. A portion of the roadless area is considered a fair to poor permissive area for
silt, sand and gravel. This roadless area contains 23,700 acres of high geothermal potential.

Landownership and Special Features: There is no private or state land within the roadless area. There is
one outfitter-guide permit for big-game hunting and horse trail riding.

Roads and Trails: There are five trails within the roadless area, of which about 12 miles are motorized
and 7.2 miles are non-motorized.

Heritage: Cultural resource site sensitivity is rated as moderate. Historic mining sites, Thunder Mountain
Road, and prehistoric sites have been identified adjacent the area.

Disturbances: There have been six recorded wildfire ignitions or events since 1960 in the area, burning an
estimated 1,900 acres.

ALTERNATIVE DISCUSSION
This section discusses the general effects of each alternative on the Burnt Log Roadless Area.

Table Burnt Log-1 displays distribution of acres to each theme or theme equivalents by alternative. These
values represent potential, long-term outcomes of managing the roadless area based solely on theme
assignments. Table Burnt Log-2 describes the potential acreage available for each regulated activity under
each alternative.

Table Burnt Log-1. Acres by theme or theme equivalent, by alternative

Burnt Log Alternative 1 AIter_na!ive 2 Alternative 3 Altern?t_ive 4
Management Theme 2001 E:Izdless ExF:.Is;thg Pro;:lzed Mo;l:flfd

Wild Land Recreation 0 0 0 0
Primitive 0 0 0 0
Similar to Backcountry 23,700 0 0 0
Backcountry 0 19,900 19,900 19,900
GFRG 0 0 0 0
SAHTS 0 0 0 0
Forest Plan Special Areas 0 3,800* 3,800* 3,800*
Total Acres 23,700 23,700 23,700 23,700

*The Management Prescription for the Forest Plan Special Area in the Burnt Log Roadless Area is 700 acres as RNA and 3100
acres as WSR. For further information on this designation, see the Boise National Forest LRMP.
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Table Burnt Log-2. Potential activities

Roadless Area Conservation; National Forest System Lands in Idaho FEIS

Alternative 1

Alternative 2

Alternative 3

Alternative 4

Burnt Log .. -
Potential Activities 2001 Roadless Existing Proposed Modified
Rule Plan Rule Rule

Road constrgctlon or r_econstructlon 0 19,900 19,900 0
for allowed timber cutting
Timber cutting to improve TES
species habitat or to restore 23,700 19,900 19,900 19,900
ecosystem composition and structure
Timber cuttllng. to rgduce r[sk of 23.700 19,900 19,900 19,900
uncharacteristic wildland fire effects
Tlmber guttlng tq reduce significant 0 19,900 19,900 0
risk of wildland fire
Road construction or reconstruction to 0 0 0 0
access new mineral leases
Surface use and occupancy for new 23.700 19,900 19,900 19,900

leases

Alternative 1 (2001 Roadless Rule): Under the 2001 Roadless Rule little to no timber cutting for
ecosystem restoration would be anticipated because road construction is prohibited to facilitate timber
harvest. Therefore no adverse effects to roadless characteristics are expected from timber activities or
associated road building. Additionally, no new leasable mineral activity would be expected given the
final EIS analysis assumption that no activity would occur without roaded access.

Alternative 2 (Existing Plans): Under the existing forest plan about 1,400 acres are within prescription
3.2 (active restoration and maintenance of aquatic, terrestrial and hydrology resources) and about 18,500
acres are within prescription 3.1 (passive restoration and maintenance). Both prescriptions permit road
construction or reconstruction and timber harvest to address immediate response situations, where if
action is not taken unacceptable impacts to aquatic, terrestrial or hydrology resource values could occur.
However, it is less likely that roads would be constructed in areas with the 3.1 prescription since passive
restoration is desired. The prescriptions do not require that the road be temporary. If temporary roads
were used, then the road construction would likely change the unroaded character in the short-term.
However, since the road would be decommissioned and rehabilitated, and the timber cutting activities
would be designed for restoration purposes, roadless characteristics would be maintained or enhanced in
the long-run. If the project used a permanent road, then the changes to unroaded character would be
long-term, while the timber cutting activities would still be designed to maintain or enhance roadless
characteristics. It's expected, however, that temporary roads would be favored since the purpose of any
road would be to facilitate restoration. Since roads are only permitted for restoration purposes, no new
leasable mineral activity is expected since it would require roaded access.

Alternative 3 (Proposed Idaho Roadless Rule): Under the Proposed Rule 19,900 acres would be
available for limited timber cutting for ecosystem restoration and/or reduction of wildland fire risk to
communities. Road construction would be permitted when necessary for the permitted timber activities.
If temporary roads are used, then the road construction would likely change the unroaded character in
the short-term. However, since the road would be decommissioned and rehabilitated, and the timber
cutting activities would be designed for restoration and/ or fire risk reduction purposes, roadless
characteristics would be maintained or enhanced over the long term. If the project used a permanent
road, then the changes to unroaded character would be long-term, while the timber cutting activities
would still be designed for restoration and/ or fire risk reduction purposes. No new leasable mineral
activity is expected under the Backcountry theme since roads are not permitted for mineral leases. The
Backcountry exception for roadbuilding for phosphate leases is not relevant since there is no potential
phosphate present in this roadless area.
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Alternative 4 (Modified Idaho Roadless Rule): Under the Modified Idaho Roadless Rule, there are
19,900 acres under the Backcountry theme, none of which are in the CPZ. Therefore no roads could be
constructed to facilitate fuel reduction projects. In addition, since there are no communities or municipal
water supply systems nearby, no timber harvest or associated road building would occur for the purpose
of reducing the significant risk of wildland fire effects.

Timber cutting from existing roads or using aerial systems could be done throughout all 19,900
Backcountry acres to improve TEPS habitat or ecosystem composition and function. Timber cutting for
these purposes would occur on a limited basis and must maintain or improve at least one or more
roadless characteristics. As such, these activities are expected to maintain or improve roadless
characteristics over the long-term.

No new leasable mineral activity is expected under the Backcountry theme since roads are not permitted
to access new mineral leases of any kind.
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Cathedral Rocks #038
8,200 Acres

OVERVIEW AND DESCRIPTION

In the previous Forest Plan, the Cathedral Rocks Roadless Area was as considered part of the larger
Danskin Roadless Area. The area was and continues to be effectively segregated from the larger Danskin
Roadless Area by Forest Road 165. Accordingly, the area has been made a separate, independent roadless
area.

The Cathedral Rocks Roadless Area, in the Mountain Home Ranger District, is roughly bounded by the
forest boundary on the south, and the South Fork Boise River on the north and east. This area lies about
35 miles east of Boise, and is accessed by Forest Roads 134 and 113 leading from State Highway 20.

Elevations range from 3,200 to 7,000 feet. The topography includes rolling to very steep hills, broadening
into benches and valleys. Brush and grass communities, with scattered stands of ponderosa pine,
dominate this area.

ROADLESS CHARACTERISTICS

Natural Integrity: A primitive road network winds through the area. The northern portion retains its
predominant natural appearance, while the southern portion is crossed by a number of primitive roads.
There is a number of grazing developments in the form of water troughs or other water developments
that detract from the natural appearance.

Opportunities for Experience: There are few opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation due to the
relatively small size and the generally open terrain. The central portion narrows to about a mile in width.

Special Features: A segment of the South Fork Boise River lies adjacent to the eastern boundary and is
eligible for Wild and Scenic River designation. An estimated 1.5 miles of the river and 500 acres of the
river corridor occur within the roadless area. Cathedral Rocks are a unique geological formation of
special interest.

Manageability: The existing network of primitive roads could result in manageability problems with a
wilderness designation. Much of the current boundaries occur along private/federal landlines.

RESOURCES

Fisheries: Streams that are located in this area are Bock Creek, Menecke Creek, and Cayuse Creek. These
streams are small with high gradients, but may provide some fish habitat during the spring and early
summer. Usually, the flows decrease in late summer and fall to where the streams are too small to
support a fish population. Bull trout habitat overlaps this roadless area.

Wildlife: The area occurs within the range of the gray wolf, although there is no known denning or
rendezvous activity reported in the area. Habitat for wintering bald eagles occurs within the area. There
is a historical nest site for peregrine falcon in the Cathedral Rocks area, but there has been no recorded
nesting in the last 25 years. Only minor potential habitat occurs for northern three-toed woodpecker,
northern goshawk, and flammulated owl], due to past fires eliminating much of the nesting habitat.
Potential habitat occurs for spotted bat, Townsend’s big-eared bat, and the spotted frog. Historical habitat
occurs for mountain quail. The roadless area provides security for big game and contains big-game
winter range.

Water: A few perennial streams flow northeasterly to the South Fork Boise River. Water in the area
contributes to recreation, fish and wildlife habitat, and other uses on the forest.

Botanical: No threatened, endangered, or Region 4 sensitive plant species are known to occur in the area.
Leafy spurge, a noxious weed, has infested an estimated 26 acres.
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Recreation: There are few recreational activities occurring in the area.

Timber: The roadless area contains 4,100 thousand board of standing timber volume, equivalent to 7,900
hundred cubic feet. An estimated 900 acres (11 percent) of the Cathedral Rocks roadless area are
tentatively suited timberlands. An estimated 100 acres are considered to have low productivity; 900 acres,
moderate productivity; and 100 acres, high productivity.

Range: Portions of two cattle allotments cover the entire area. One is managed under a rest rotation
system, and both have improvements such as water developments and fences within the roadless area.
There are approximately 2,000 acres of capable cattle rangeland in the roadless area.

Minerals and Energy: There are few mining claims in the area. This roadless area contains 8,200 acres of
high geothermal potential.

Landownership and Special Features: There are no private or state lands within the roadless area.
Roads and Trails: There are no inventoried trails in the area.

Heritage: This area has had little previous survey; however, based upon the topography and sites found
in the adjacent roaded areas, this roadless area appears to have moderate site sensitivity.

Disturbances: There have been 19 recorded wildfire occurrences or ignitions since 1960. Most of the
acreage burned (8,000 acres) with the 1992 Foothills fire.

ALTERNATIVE DISCUSSION

This section discusses the general effects of each alternative on the Cathedral Rocks Roadless Area.

Table Cathedral Rocks-1 displays distribution of acres to each theme or theme equivalents by alternative.
These values represent potential, long-term outcomes of managing the roadless area based solely on
theme assignments. Table Cathedral Rocks-2 describes the potential acreage available for each regulated

activity under each alternative.

Table Cathedral Rocks-1. Acres by theme or theme equivalent, by alternative

Cathedral Rocks Alternative 1 AIEr_natgive 2 A::t’ernativz 3 Allt\:rr‘;e_lft_ivg 4

2001 Roadless xistin ropose odifie

Management Theme Rule Plan ’ Isule Rule
Wild Land Recreation 0 0 0 0
Primitive 0 7,700 7,700 7,700
Similar to Backcountry 8,200 0 0 0
Backcountry 0 0 0 0
GFRG 0 0 0 0
SAHTS 0 0 0 0
Forest Plan Special Areas 0 500* 500* 500*
Total Acres 8,200 8,200 8,200 8,200

*The Management Prescription for the Forest Plan Special Area in the Cathedral Rocks Roadless Area WSR. For further

information on this designation, see the Boise National Forest LRMP.
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Table Cathedral Rocks-2. Potential activities

e | [Pl Alternative 1 Alternative 2 Alternative 3 Alternative 4
Potential Activities 2001 Roadless Existing Proposed Modified
Rule Plan Rule Rule

Road construction or reconstruction 0 0 0 0
for allowed timber cutting
Timber cutting to improve TES
species habitat or to restore 8,200 7,700 7,700 7,700
ecosystem composition and structure
Timber cutting to reduce risk of
uncharacteristic wildland fire effects 8,200 7,700 7,700 0
Timber cutting to reduce significant
risk of wildland fire 0 7,700 7,700 0
Road construction or reconstruction to 0 0 0 0
access new mineral leases
i:;f::e use and occupancy for new 8.200 7.700 0 0

Alternative 1 (2001 Roadless Rule): Under the 2001 Roadless Rule little to no timber cutting for
ecosystem restoration would be anticipated because road construction is prohibited to facilitate timber
harvest. Therefore no adverse effects to roadless characteristics are expected from timber activities or
associated road building. Additionally, no new leasable mineral activity would be expected given the
final EIS analysis assumption that no activity would occur without roaded access.

Alternative 2 (Existing Plans): Under the existing plan about 7,700 acres are within prescription 4.1c
(Undeveloped Recreation, maintain unroaded character with allowance for restoration activities). Under
this prescription, any management activities must be designed and implemented in a manner that does
not adversely compromise the area’s roadless and undeveloped character. Road construction is
prohibited except in cases of reserved and outstanding rights. While mechanical vegetation treatment is
permitted when it is consistent with maintaining roadless characteristics, little to no timber cutting would
be anticipated because roads could not be constructed. Since roads are only permitted for reserved and
outstanding rights, no new leasable mineral activity is expected since it would require roaded access.

Alternative 3 (Proposed Idaho Roadless Rule): Under the Proposed Rule these 7,700 acres would
allow limited timber for ecosystem restoration and/or reduction of wildland fire risk to communities, but
little to no timber cutting would be anticipated because roads could not be constructed. No road
construction would be expected because it would be prohibited except in cases of reserved and
outstanding rights. There would therefore be no short term adverse effects expected to roadless
characteristics due to road construction. The Proposed Rule prohibits surface occupancy for new mineral
leases; therefore there would be no change to roadless character from mineral leasing.

Alternative 4 (Modified Idaho Roadless Rule): Under the Modified Idaho Roadless Rule, there are
7,700 acres under the Primitive theme. Timber cutting is prohibited in the Primitive theme except to
maintain or restore TEPS habitat, restore ecosystem composition and function or to reduce the risk of
uncharacteristic wildland fire to a community or a municipal water supply system. Activities to reduce
the risk of uncharacteristic wildland fire are not expected to occur in the Cathedral Rocks Roadless area
because the area is not within 12 miles of a community, nor does it contain a municipal water supply
system. No new roads can be constructed and any timber cutting that occurs must maintain or improve at
least one or more roadless characteristicss. Activities away from roads would likely be in the form of
prescribed fire or wildland fire use. Any such projects would likely maintain or improve roadless
characteristics over the long-term.

There would be no new leasable mineral activities since new surface occupancy and road building for
mineral access are both prohibited.
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Cow Creek #028
14,700 Acres

OVERVIEW AND DESCRIPTION

The Cow Creek Roadless Area lies south and west of Arrowrock Reservoir, north of the Wood Creek
Road, and east of the Grouse Creek Road. The northern boundary adjoins the Arrowrock Reservoir. The
area is accessed from the Wood Creek Road and Grouse Creek Trail, via the Upper Black’s Creek Road off
Interstate 84. No trail access is present.

Elevations range from about 3,200 feet along the Middle Fork Boise River to about 5,000 feet. The area is
underlain by Cretaceous granitics of the Idaho Batholith. Moderately steep lands with rounded ridge tops
are strongly dissected and covered with open brush-grass communities. Overall, the area is marked by
steep to rolling dry hills, broken by V-shaped canyons. No prominent features are present.

ROADLESS CHARACTERISTICS

Natural Integrity: The natural integrity and apparent naturalness of the Cow Creek area is generally
intact. There are approximately 50 stock tanks consisting of heavy equipment tires, scattered through the
area that detract from the natural appearance. There are two segments of forest roads within the roadless
area that total 3.76 miles. These roads penetrate to the interior of the roadless area.

Opportunities for Experience: Opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation are affected by the
lack of cover and views of adjacent development. A sense of solitude would be difficult to achieve from
points where motorized use on Arrowrock Reservoir is readily observable.

Special Features: There are no identified special features.

Manageability: The area has some irregular boundaries that could be difficult toad minister. Offsets from
high water elevations of the reservoir could form fairly logical boundaries along most of the northern and
eastern sides.

RESOURCES

Fisheries: Streams of this area are Grouse, Cow, and Deadman Creeks. These streams are short and steep
with intermittent flows. Grouse Creek is the largest stream and may have some redband rainbow trout in
the lower reach. The fishery value of these streams is limited due to their small size. Bull trout habitat
overlaps this roadless area.

Wildlife: The area occurs within the range of the gray wolf although there is no known denning or
rendezvous activity reported in the area. Bald eagles occur in this roadless area and there is an active
eagle nest. Minor potential habitat occurs for northern three-toed woodpecker, northern goshawk,
flammulated owl, and white-headed woodpecker due to past fires eliminating nesting habitat. Potential
habitat occurs for spotted bat, Townsend’s big-eared bat, and spotted frog. Historical habitat occurs for
mountain quail. The roadless area provides security for big game and contains big-game winter range.

Water: Perennials flow north and east to Arrowrock Reservoir and south to Wood Creek. Water in the
area contributes to recreation, fish and wildlife habitat, and other uses on the forest. An estimated 940
acres are within a municipal watershed of United Water Idaho.

Botanical: No threatened, endangered, or Region 4 sensitive plant species are known to occur in the area.
Rush skeletonweed has infested an estimated 2 acres of the roadless area.

Recreation: Day hikers and fishermen accessing the South Fork Boise River use the area.

Timber: The roadless area contains 10,500 thousand board feet of standing timber volume, equivalent to
20,800 hundred cubic feet. An estimated 1000 acres (7 percent) of the Cow Creek Roadless Area contains
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tentatively suited timberlands. An estimated 800 acres are considered to have low productivity; 900 acres,
moderate productivity; and 10 acres, high productivity.

Range: All of the area is within one sheep allotment managed under a rest rotation system. There is an
intensive amount of water developments and some fencing. There are approximately 2,000 acres of
capable cattle rangeland in the roadless area.

Minerals and Energy: A small portion of the southwest corner of the roadless area has been identified as
a low potential mineral development area. There are over 100 scattered mining claims in the southern
portion of the roadless area. The area has a portion that is considered a fair to poor permissive area for
silt, sand and gravel. This roadless area contains 14,700 acres of high geothermal potential.

Landownership and Special Features: There are no private or state lands within the roadless area. One
outfitter-guide provides cougar and bear hunting opportunities.

Roads and Trails: There are no inventoried system trails in the area.

Heritage: The area has low cultural resource sensitivity. Surveys in adjoining and overlapping areas, in
similar topographic situations, indicate the area likely has a low site density.

Disturbances: There have been 11 recorded wildfire ignitions or occurrences in the area. A total of 14,600
acres have burned in wildfires, with most of this attributed to the 1992 Foothills fire.

ALTERNATIVE DISCUSSION

This section discusses the general effects of each alternative on the Cow Creek Roadless Area. Table Cow
Creek-1 displays distribution of acres to each theme or theme equivalents by alternative. These values
represent potential, long-term outcomes of managing the roadless area based solely on theme
assignments. Table Cow Creek-2 describes the potential acreage available for each regulated activity
under each alternative.

Table Cow Creek-1. Acres by theme or theme equivalent, by alternative

Cow Creek Alternative 1 Alter_nagive 2 Alternative 3 Alterne_lt_ive 4
Management Theme 2001 II:\?:;;Iz:adless ExF:Isathg Pro;;zed Mo:l:flfd

Wild Land Recreation 0 0 0 0
Primitive 0 14,700 14,700 14,700
Similar to Backcountry 14,700 0 0 0
Backcountry 0 0 0 0
GFRG 0 0 0 0
SAHTS 0 0 0 0
Forest Plan Special Areas 0 0 0 0
Total Acres 14,700 14,700 14,700 14,700
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Table Cow Creek-2. Potential activities

Idaho Roadless Areas

s (G Alternative 1 Alternative 2 Alternative 3 Alternative 4
Potential Activities 2001 Roadless Existing Proposed Modified
Rule Plan Rule Rule
Road construction or reconstruction 0 0 0 0
for allowed timber cutting
Timber cutting to improve TES
species habitat or to restore 14,700 14,700 14,700 14,700
ecosystem composition and structure
Timber cutting to reduce risk of .
uncharacteristic wildland fire effects 14,700 14,700 14,700 900
Timber cutting to reduce significant
risk of wildland fire 0 14,700 14,700 0
Road construction or reconstruction to 0 0 0 0
access new mineral leases
Surface use and occupancy for new 14,700 14,700 0 0
leases

*Timber cutting is prohibited in Primitive except to maintain or restore TEPS habitat, restore ecosystem composition and function or
to reduce the risk of uncharacteristic wildland fire to a community or a municipal water supply system. Roughly 900 acres of the
Cow Creek Roadless Area are within the municipal watershed of United Water Idaho. If any wildland fire risk reduction activities
occur in this roadless area, they are expected to take place within the municipal watershed area.

Alternative 1 (2001 Roadless Rule): Under the 2001 Roadless Rule little to no timber cutting for
ecosystem restoration would be anticipated because road construction is prohibited to facilitate timber
harvest. Therefore no adverse effects to roadless characteristics are expected from timber activities or
associated road building. Additionally, no new leasable mineral activity would be expected given the
final EIS analysis assumption that no activity would occur without roaded access.

Alternative 2 (Existing Plans): Under the existing plan about 14,700 acres are within prescription 4.1c
(undeveloped recreation, maintain unroaded character with allowance for restoration activities). Under
this prescription, any management activities must be designed and implemented in a manner that does
not adversely compromise the area’s roadless and undeveloped character. Road construction is
prohibited except in cases of reserved and outstanding rights. While mechanical vegetation treatment is
permitted when it is consistent with maintaining roadless characteristics, little to no timber cutting would
be anticipated because roads could not be constructed. Since roads are only permitted for reserved and
outstanding rights, no new leasable mineral activity is expected since it would require roaded access.

Alternative 3 (Proposed Idaho Roadless Rule): Under the Proposed Rule these 14,700 acres would
allow limited timber cutting for ecosystem restoration and/or reduction of wildland fire risk to
communities, but little to no timber cutting would be anticipated because roads could not be constructed.
No road construction would be expected because it would be prohibited except in cases of reserved and
outstanding rights. There would therefore be no short term adverse effects expected to roadless
characteristics due to road construction. The Proposed Rule prohibits surface occupancy for new mineral
leases; therefore there would be no change to roadless character from mineral leasing.

Alternative 4 (Modified Idaho Roadless Rule): Under the Modified Rule, there are 14,700 acres under
the Primitive theme. Timber cutting is prohibited except when done to improve TEPS habitat or
ecosystem composition and function, or to reduce the risk of uncharacteristic wildland fire, but only
adjacent to a community or a municipal water supply system. Any wildland fire risk reduction activities
are expected to occur in or around the 900 acres of this roadless area that are within the municipal
watershed of United Water Idaho. No new roads can be constructed for these activities, so limited timber
harvest is expected because of lack of roaded access. These activities must maintain or improve at least
one or more roadless characteristics. Activities away from roads would likely be in the form of prescribed
fire or wildland fire use. There would be no new leasable mineral activities since new surface occupancy
and road building for mineral access are both prohibited.
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Danskin #002
30,700 Acres

OVERVIEW AND DESCRIPTION

The Danskin Roadless Area, in the Mountain Home Ranger District, is roughly bounded by the forest
boundary to the west, and the South Fork Boise River to the north and east. This area lies about 35 miles
east of Boise, and is accessed by the Upper Black’s Creek Road from Interstate 84. The area may also be
accessed with off-highway vehicles throughout the Willow Creek area.

Elevations range from 3,200 to 7,000 feet. The topography includes rolling to very steep hills, broadening
into benches and valleys. Brush and grass communities, with scattered stands of ponderosa pine,
dominate this area. Overall, this area is marked by well-dissected rolling and steep hills, broke by v-
shaped valleys. Danskin Peak (6,694 feet) lies west of the roadless area.

ROADLESS CHARACTERISTICS

Natural Integrity: The natural integrity and appearance of this area has been altered in many locations by
an extensive network of all-terrain vehicle and motorcycle trails. There are 3.17 miles of forest roads
within the roadless area. There are numerous scattered water troughs to facilitate grazing that also
detract from the natural appearance.

Opportunities for Experience: Opportunities for solitude are provided due to the large area and the
complex broken terrain formed by the numerous drainages and streams flowing to the South Fork Boise
River. The lack of vegetative screening on many of the arid slopes and upper elevations limits the
available solitude. Currently motorized use on the popular off-road trail system interrupts the available
solitude in much of the area. The large land area does provide opportunities for primitive recreation,
while the harsh, arid summer climate challenges cross-country trekkers. The southeastern portion is
almost effectively segregated by land ownership in holdings and adds little to the opportunities for
solitude or primitive recreation found in the rest of the area.

Special Features: The 600-acre Raspberry Gulch Research Natural Area occurs in the southeastern
portion of the roadless area. A segment of the South Fork Boise River lies adjacent to the eastern
boundary and is eligible for Wild and Scenic River designation. An estimated 7.4 river miles and 1,900
corridor acres are within the roadless area. Approximately 300 acres of the Research Natural Area is
within the river corridor.

Manageability: Due to the current and historical motorized use, management as designated wilderness
with the accompanying motorized use restrictions could be unpopular with motorized user groups. A
logical boundary adjustment to accommodate a wilderness designation would be the deletion of the
southeastern portion (about 5,000 acres) that is effectively isolated by landownership exclusions. This
portion also contains totally enclosed private parcels and primitive access roads that would add to the
management difficulty.

RESOURCES

Fisheries: The main stream in this roadless area is Willow Creek, with tributaries of Beaver, Horse, and
Packsaddle Creeks. Virtually all of the tributaries of Willow Creek are quite small with stream flows that
are marginal for supporting fish life. Some of the small streams on the eastern side of this area may be
providing spawning habitat for fish inhabiting the South Fork Boise River. Willow Creek contains a
moderate-sized population of redband rainbow trout, but most of the tributaries are too small and
intermittent to sustain fish populations. Bull trout habitat overlaps this roadless area.

Wildlife: The area occurs within the range of the gray wolf, although there is no known denning or
rendezvous activity in the area. Wintering bald eagle habitat occurs within the area. Only minor potential
habitat occurs for northern three-toed woodpecker, northern goshawk, flammulated owl, pileated

C4-32 Appendix C. Idaho Roadless Areas



Roadless Area Conservation; National Forest System Lands in Idaho FEIS Idaho Roadless Areas

woodpecker, and white-headed woodpecker due to past fires that have eliminated much of the nesting
habitat. Potential habitat occurs for spotted bat, Townsend’s big-eared bat, and spotted frog. Historical
habitat occurs for the mountain quail. The roadless area provides security for big game, and the area
contains a considerable amount of big-game winter range.

Water: Willow Creek and associated streams drain the central portion of the area. Along the eastern
boundary, perennial streams flow to the South Fork Boise River. Water in the area contributes to
recreation, fish and wildlife habitat, and other uses on the forest.

Botanical: No threatened, endangered, or Region 4 sensitive plant species are known to occur in the area.
Scotch thistle, a noxious weed, has infested an estimated 3 acres.

Recreation: The Danskin Mountains Trail Management Area occupies a large portion of this roadless
area. The use is mainly motorcycle and all-terrain vehicle, although non-motorized uses are also gaining
in popularity. There are hiking and horseback riding activities in the area. The area is a popular fall big-
game hunting area; it also receives some upland bird hunting.

Timber: The roadless area contains 22,800 thousand board feet of standing timber volume, equivalent to
43,800 hundred cubic feet. An estimated 2,300 acres (8 percent) of the Danskin Roadless Area contains
tentatively suited timberlands. An estimated 1,100 acres are considered to have low productivity;
2,300acres, moderate productivity; and 50 acres, high productivity.

Range: The Danskin Roadless Area contains portions of four active cattle allotments. All utilize a rest
rotation system and have water developments and fences. There are approximately 6,100 acres of capable
cattle rangeland in the roadless area.

Minerals and Energy: Minerals present within the area include molybdenum, gold, silver, copper, lead,
nitrate, asbestos, beryllium, and small amounts of uranium. The potential to develop these minerals is
low to moderate. There are hundreds of mining claims located mainly in the western portion of the
roadless area, which is a low potential mineral development area. This roadless area contains 30,700 acres
of high geothermal potential.

Landownership and Special Features: There are three parcels of private land ownership totaling about
320 acres within the roadless area.

Roads and Trails: The area is noted for its extensive network of all-terrain vehicle and motorcycle trails.
There are 59 trails with a total of 114 miles in the area. All are motorized trails.

Heritage: The area has low cultural resource sensitivity. Prehistoric isolates and historic habitations have
been documented within the area.

Disturbances: There have been 23 recorded wildfire ignitions or occurrences in the area. A total of 30,200
acres have burned in wildfires, with most of this attributed to the 1992 Foothills fire.

ALTERNATIVE DISCUSSION
This section discusses the general effects of each alternative on the Danskin Roadless Area.

Table Danskin-1 displays distribution of acres to each theme or theme equivalents by alternative. These
values represent potential, long-term outcomes of managing the roadless area based solely on theme
assignments. Table Danskin-2 describes the potential acreage available for each regulated activity under
each alternative.
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Table Danskin-1. Acres by theme or theme equivalent, by alternative

Danskin Alternative 1 Algrp?ive 2 A::Eernativ:e:| 3 Allt\:rr;:f\ft_ivg 4

2001 Roadless xistin ropose odifie

Management Theme Rule Plan ’ Isule Rule
Wild Land Recreation 0 0 0 0
Primitive 0 28,500 28,500 28,500
Similar to Backcountry 30,700 0 0 0
Backcountry 0 0 0 0
GFRG 0 0 0 0
SAHTS 0 0 0 0
Forest Plan Special Areas 0 2,200* 2,200* 2,200*
Total Acres 30,700 30,700 30,700 30,700

*The Management Prescription for the Forest Plan Special Area in the Danskin Roadless Area is 1600 acres as WSR, 1600 acres
as RNA and 300 acres as both WSR and RNA. For further information on this designation, see the Boise National Forest LRMP.

Table Danskin-2. Potential activities

Danskin Alternative 1 Alternative 2 Alternative 3 Alternative 4
Potential Activities 2001 Roadless Existing Proposed Modified
Rule Plan Rule Rule

Road construction or reconstruction 0 0 0 0
for allowed timber cutting
Timber cutting to improve TES
species habitat or to restore 30,700 28,500 28,500 28,500
ecosystem composition and structure
Timber cutting to reduce risk of 30.700 28 500 28 500 0
uncharacteristic wildland fire effects ’ ’ ’
Timber cutting to reduce significant
risk of wildland fire 28,500 28,500 0
Road construction or reconstruction to 0 0 0 0
access new mineral leases
il;rsfz:e use and occupancy for new 30,700 28.500 0 0

Alternative 1 (2001 Roadless Rule): Under the 2001 Roadless Rule little to no timber cutting for
ecosystem restoration would be anticipated because road construction is prohibited to facilitate timber
harvest. Therefore no adverse effects to roadless characteristics are expected from timber activities or
associated road building. Additionally, no new leasable mineral activity would be expected given the
final EIS analysis assumption that no activity would occur without roaded access.

Alternative 2 (Existing Plans): Under the existing plan about 28,500 acres are within prescription 4.1c
(undeveloped recreation, maintain unroaded character with allowance for restoration activities). Under
this prescription, any management activities must be designed and implemented in a manner that does
not adversely compromise the area’s roadless and undeveloped character. Road construction is
prohibited except in cases of reserved and outstanding rights. While mechanical vegetation treatment is
permitted when it is consistent with maintaining roadless characteristics, little to no timber cutting would
be anticipated because roads could not be constructed. Since roads are only permitted for reserved and
outstanding rights, no new leasable mineral activity is expected since it would require roaded access.

Alternative 3 (Proposed Idaho Roadless Rule): Under the Proposed Rule these 28,500 acres would
allow limited timber cutting for ecosystem restoration and/or reduction of wildland fire risk to
communities, but little to no timber cutting would be anticipated because roads could not be constructed.
No road construction would be expected because it would be prohibited except in cases of reserved and
outstanding rights. There would therefore be no short term adverse effects expected to roadless
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characteristics due to road construction. The Proposed Rule prohibits surface occupancy for new mineral
leases; therefore there would be no change to roadless character from mineral leasing.

Alternative 4 (Modified Idaho Roadless Rule): Under the Modified Idaho Roadless Rule, there are
28,500 acres under the Primitive theme. Timber cutting is prohibited in the Primitive theme except to
maintain or restore TEPS habitat, restore ecosystem composition and function or to reduce the risk of
uncharacteristic wildland fire to a community or a municipal water supply system. Activities to reduce
the risk of uncharacteristic wildland fire are not expected to occur in the Cathedral Rocks Roadless area
because the area is not within 1%2 miles of a community, nor does it contain a municipal water supply
system. No new roads can be constructed and any timber cutting activities that occur must maintain or
improve at least one or more roadless characteristics. Activities away from roads would likely be in the
form of prescribed fire or wildland fire use. Any such projects would be designed to or improve roadless
characteristics over the long-term.

There would be no new leasable mineral activities since new surface occupancy and road building for
mineral access are both prohibited.
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Deadwood #020
52,500 Acres

OVERVIEW AND DESCRIPTION

The Deadwood Roadless Area, on the Lowman and Emmett Ranger District, encompasses the Deadwood
River drainage from the Deadwood Reservoir to the confluence of the South Fork Payette River. The area
is bounded by the Scott Mountain Road (Forest Road 555) on the west and Deadwood Ridge on the east,
and is accessed by the Banks-Lowman Highway (Forest Highway 17). The area is also accessed by the
Deadwood Ridge (019) and Julie Creek (020) trails.

Elevations range from about 3,800 feet along the South Fork Payette River to 7,066 feet at Deadwood
Mountain. This roadless area is underlain by granitics of the Idaho Batholith. Lands at lower elevations
are moderately steep and dry, while those at higher elevations are steeper, moister, and more strongly
dissected by streams. Steep, rugged canyons enclose the Deadwood River. Sagebrush-grass communities
with stands of ponderosa pine and Douglas-fir abound at lower elevations, while dense stands of
lodgepole pine, Douglas-fir, and subalpine fir dominate in higher areas.

Overall, the Deadwood Roadless Area is steep, rugged, and remote. Prominent features include the
Deadwood River Canyon, Stevens Point (6,640 feet), Deadwood Mountain, and Deadwood Ridge.

ROADLESS CHARACTERISTICS

Natural Integrity: Natural appearance and integrity of this roadless area is intact. There is some evidence
of salvage logging in the southeast portion within the Clear Creek drainage.

Opportunities for Experience: The large land mass and the complex mountainous terrain broken by the
numerous drainages flowing to the Deadwood River, and the Deadwood River Canyon provide
opportunities for solitude and remoteness. Opportunities for primitive recreation are good, especially
along the Deadwood River, and the ruggedness of the canyon provides challenging recreation
experiences.

Special Features: The lower portion of the Deadwood River bisects the roadless area. The South Fork
Payette River lies adjacent to the southern boundary. These river segments are eligible for Wild and
Scenic River designation. There are an estimated 13.4 river miles and 4,500 river corridor acres within the
roadless area. A portion of a Research Natural Area (about 600 acres) is located in this roadless area.

Manageability: Some minor boundary adjustments would be desirable to facilitate identification and
management if the area were to be designated wilderness.

RESOURCES

Fisheries: Streams draining the Deadwood Roadless Area are within the Upper South Fork Payette River
bull trout key watershed (State of Idaho 1996). The lower Deadwood River bisects the Deadwood
Roadless Area. Lower Deadwood River potentially serves as the only migratory corridor between the
isolated populations of bull trout in Scott and Warm Springs Creeks. The Scott Creek population is
located within this roadless area. Given the occurrence of a strong migratory population of bull trout in
Clear Creek, the lower Deadwood may also provide feeding habitat or a migratory corridor for large
migratory bull trout.

Scott, Ninemile, and No Man Creek, and the lower Deadwood River provide spawning and rearing
habitat for redband rainbow trout throughout much of their extent. Many of the other streams within this
roadless area--such as Lorenzo, Nellie’s Basin, Meadow Camp Creek and several unnamed streams--
provide spawning and rearing habitat for redband rainbow where they join the Deadwood River. All of
these streams are too steep to provide fish habitat beyond a few hundred meters from their confluence
with the Deadwood River. This roadless area also borders Clear Creek, and many tributaries of Clear
Creek originate within this roadless area. Clear Creek is of special note because it contains the only
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documented strong migratory population of bull trout within South Fork Payette River drainage. The
area contains an estimated 4.1 miles of streams with bull trout spawning and rearing habitat.

Wildlife: Gray wolves are known to occur within this area. Bald eagles can be found along the lower
portion of Deadwood River and along the South Fork Payette River from mid-October to April. Fish from
these rivers and carrion found on adjacent ungulate winter ranges are primary sources of food for
wintering eagles. In addition, the Deadwood River corridor at the north end of the roadless area may
provide a source of food for breeding bald eagles prior to ice melt at Deadwood Reservoir. Potential
habitat for lynx, wolverine, and fisher occurs, however their presence in the area is unknown. Wolverine
denning habitat has been identified in the area. An estimated 35 percent of the area contains potential
lynx habitat.

The roadless area provides relatively secluded habitat important to these species. Fisher, wolverine,
boreal owl, great gray owl, northern three-toed woodpecker, northern goshawk, flammulated owl,
Townsend’s bigeared bat, spotted bat, and spotted frog are Region 4 sensitive species that are known to
occur or could potentially occur within the roadless area. The area provides summer and fall habitat for
elk and mule deer. The roadless area provides security areas for elk and deer during hunting seasons.
Lower-elevation slopes along the Deadwood and South Fork Payette Rivers provide wintering areas for
elk, deer, and moose.

Water: The Deadwood Roadless Area has a number of perennial streams that flow to the Deadwood
River. Along the east boundary a few perennials flow to Clear Creek. Water in the area contributes to
recreation, fish and wildlife habitat, and other uses on the forest.

Botanical: No threatened, endangered, or Region 4 sensitive plant species are known to occur in the area.
Rush skeletonweed, a noxious weed, has infested an estimated 4,100 acres of the roadless area.

Recreation: The roadless area receives backcountry fall big-game hunting use concentrated mostly in the
areas adjacent to trails and roads. Fall hunting is the predominant recreational use. A few trails in the
area receive some mountain bike use. Some of the trails, particularly the Deadwood Ridge Trail, are
popular hiking trails as well.

Timber: The area includes an estimated 339,700 thousand board feet of standing timber, equivalent to
662,700 hundred cubic feet. An estimated 40,700 acres (78 percent) of the Deadwood Roadless Area are
considered tentatively suited timberlands. An estimated 16,700 acres have low productivity; 20,600 acres,
moderate productivity; and 50 acres, high productivity.

Range: Portions of 3 different allotments cover approximately 50 percent of the roadless area. These
allotments are vacant sheep grazing allotments. Deadwood has 4,500 acres of capable sheep rangeland.

Minerals and Energy: There are currently 177 scattered mining claims in the area. The southwestern
portion is part of an identified moderate potential mineral development area. The area also has a portion
that is considered a fair to poor permissive area for silt, sand and gravel. This roadless area contains
52,500 acres of high geothermal potential.

Landownership and Special Features: There is no other private or state land within the roadless area.
There is a television translator and buried power line in the area. One outfitter-guide service provides big
game (deer and elk) and bear and cougar hunting trips in the area. Another outfitter-guide provides big
game (deer and elk) hunting trips, summer pack trips, and trail rides in the area. There is a permitted
seismic monitoring station east of Scott Mountain Lookout.

Roads and Trails: There is a popular network of motorized trails in the area that receives a moderate
amount of motorized trail bike and all-terrain vehicle use. There are segments of four motorized trails in
the area totaling about 24.5 miles.

Heritage: The area has a low to moderate cultural resource sensitivity based on the topography. There are
documented prehistoric, historic, and mining sites in the vicinity.
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Disturbances: There have been eight recorded wildfire ignitions or occurrences in the area. About 800
acres have burned in wildfires. There have been high infestations of Douglas-fir beetle along the
southeast side in the Clear Creek drainage.

ALTERNATIVE DISCUSSION

This section discusses the general effects of each alternative on the Deadwood Roadless Area.

Table Deadwood-1 displays distribution of acres to each theme or theme equivalents by alternative.
These values represent potential, long-term outcomes of managing the roadless area based solely on
theme assignments. Table Deadwood-2 describes the potential acreage available for each regulated

activity under each alternative.

Table Deadwood-1. Acres by theme or theme equivalent, by alternative

Deadwood Alternative 1 Alger_nifive 2 A:;ernativc‘ej 3 AI't\:rr‘;gft_ivg 4

2001 Roadless Xistin ropose odifie

Management Theme Rule Plan ’ Igule Rule
Wild Land Recreation 0 0 0 0
Primitive 0 29,100 29,100 29,100
Similar to Backcountry 52,500 0 0 0
Backcountry 0 18,300 18,300 CPZ 500
NonCPZ 17,800
GFRG 0 0 0 0
SAHTS 0 0 0 0
Forest Plan Special Areas 0 5,100* 5,100* 5,100*
Total Acres 52,500 52,500 52,500 52,500

*The Management Prescription for the Forest Plan Special Area in the Deadwood Roadless Area is 3400 acres as WSR, 500 acres
as RNA and 200 acres as both WSR and RNA. For further information on this designation, see the Boise National Forest LRMP.

Table Deadwood-2. Potential activities

Deadwood Alternative 1 Alternative 2 Alternative 3 Alternative 4
Potential Activities 2001 Roadless Existing Proposed Modified
Rule Plan Rule Rule

Road constrgctlon or r.econstructlon 0 18,300 18,300 500
for allowed timber cutting
Timber cutting to improve TES
species habitat or to restore 52,500 47,400 47,400 47,400
ecosystem composition and structure
Timber cutting to reduce risk of 52,500 47,400 47,400 18,300
uncharacteristic wildland fire effects
Tlmber quttlng tq reduce significant 0 47,400 47,400 500*
risk of wildland fire
Road construction or reconstruction to 0 0 0 0
access new mineral leases
i‘;rgzge use and occupancy for new 52,500 47,400 18,300 18,300

*Temporary road construction and timber cutting may be allowed in the 17,800 acres of Backcountry outside the CPZ to facilitate
hazardous fuels removal, but only if it is determined that there is a significant risk to a community or a municipal water supply
system.

Alternative 1 (2001 Roadless Rule): Under the 2001 Roadless Rule little to no timber cutting for
ecosystem restoration would be anticipated because road construction is prohibited to facilitate timber
harvest. Therefore no adverse effects to roadless characteristics are expected from timber activities or

associated road building. Additionally, no new leasable mineral activity would be expected given the
final EIS analysis assumption that no activity would occur without roaded access.
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Alternative 2 (Existing Plans): Under the existing plan about 29,100 acres are within prescription 4.1c
(undeveloped recreation, maintain unroaded character with allowance for restoration activities) and
18,300 acres are within prescription 3.2 (active restoration and maintenance of aquatic, terrestrial and
hydrology resources). For the 29,100 acres under prescription 4.1c, no road construction would be
expected because it would be prohibited except in cases of reserved and outstanding rights. While
mechanical vegetation treatment for restoration purposes is permitted under 4.1 ¢, little to no timber
cutting would be anticipated because roads could not be constructed.

For the 18,300 acres under prescription 3.2, road construction or reconstruction and timber harvest are
permitted to prevent unacceptable impacts to aquatic, terrestrial or hydrology resource values. If
temporary roads were used, then the road construction would likely change the unroaded character in
the short-term. However, since the road would be decommissioned and rehabilitated, and the timber
cutting activities would be designed for restoration purposes, roadless characteristics would be
maintained or enhanced in the long-run. If the project used a permanent road, then the changes to
unroaded character would be long-term, while the timber cutting activities would still be designed to
maintain or enhance roadless characteristics. It's expected, however, that temporary roads would be
favored since the purpose of any road would be to facilitate restoration.

For both the acres under 4.1c and 3.2, no new leasable mineral activity is expected since roads are not
permitted for this purpose.

Alternative 3 (Proposed Idaho Roadless Rule): Under the Proposed Rule, 29,100 acres would fall
under the Primitive theme and 18,300 acres under the Backcountry theme. For the acres under the
Primitive theme no road construction would be expected because it would be prohibited except in cases
of reserved and outstanding rights. Timber cutting for ecosystem restoration and/or reduction of
wildland fire risk to communities would be permitted for both the Backcountry and Primitive theme
areas, but little to no timber cutting would be anticipated for the 29,100 acres under the Primitive theme
because roads could not be constructed.

For the 18,300 acres under the Backcountry theme, road construction would be permitted when necessary
for the permitted timber activities. If temporary roads are used, then the road construction would likely
change the unroaded character in the short-term. However, since the road would be decommissioned and
rehabilitated, and the timber cutting activities would be designed for restoration and/ or fire risk
reduction purposes, roadless characteristics would be maintained or enhanced over the long term. If the
project used a permanent road, then the changes to unroaded character would be long-term, while the
timber cutting activities would still be designed for restoration and/ or fire risk reduction purposes.

No new leasable mineral activity is expected under either management theme since it is not allowed
under the Primitive theme and roads are not permitted for mineral leases under the Backcountry theme.
The Backcountry exception for roadbuilding for phosphate leases is not relevant since there is no
potential phosphate present in this roadless area.

Alternative 4 (Modified Idaho Roadless Rule): Under the Modified Idaho Roadless Rule, there are
29,100 acres under the Primitive theme and 18,300 acres under the Backcountry theme, 500 of which are
in the CPZ. Within the Backcountry acres that are within the CPZ, timber cutting for hazardous fuel
removal would be allowed, and temporary roads could be constructed to facilitate timber harvest if that
is the desired tool for hazardous fuel removal. Temporary road construction would likely change
roadless characteristics in the short-term. However, since the road would be decommissioned and
rehabilitated, and the timber cutting activities would be designed for fire risk reduction purposes,
roadless characteristics would likely be maintained or enhanced over the long term.

For the 17,800 acres of Backcountry outside the CPZ, timber cutting and temporary road construction to
facilitate timber harvest could be allowed to reduce hazardous fuels if it is determined that there is a
significant risk to a community or a municipal water supply system. Since additional conditions would
be required, it is likely that temporary road construction for this purpose would be infrequent.
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Timber cutting from existing roads, including those constructed for fuel reduction projects, or using aerial
systems could be done throughout all 18,300 acres of Backcountry to improve TEPS habitat or ecosystem
composition and function, provided that these activities maintain or improve at least one or more
roadless characteristics. Activities away from roads would likely be in the form of prescribed fire or
wildland fire use. Any such projects would be designed to maintain or improve roadless characteristics
over the long-term.

Timber cutting is prohibited in the 29,100 acres of the Primitive theme except to maintain or restore TEPS
habitat, restore ecosystem composition and function or to reduce the risk of uncharacteristic wildland fire
to a community or a municipal water supply system Activities to reduce the risk of uncharacteristic
wildland fire are not expected to occur in the Primitive theme portions of the Deadwood Roadless area
because the area is not within 12 miles of a community, nor does it contain a municipal water supply
system. No new roads can be constructed and any timber cutting activities that occur must maintain or
improve at least one or more roadless characteristics. As under the Backcountry theme, activities away
from roads would likely be in the form of prescribed fire or wildland fire use. Any such projects would be
designed to maintain or improve roadless characteristics over the long-term.

No new leasable mineral activity is expected under the Backcountry or Primitive themes since these
themes either prohibit surface occupancy or roads to access new mineral leases of any kind.
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Elk Creek #022
15,000 Acres

OVERVIEW AND DESCRIPTION

The Elk Creek Roadless Area, in the Lowman Ranger District, is bordered by Bear Valley Creek on the
east, Elk Creek on the north and Bearskin Creek on the west and south. The roadless area is accessed from
the Clear Creek/Bear Valley Creek Road (Forest Road 582) via State Highway 21, and Warm Lake-
Stanley Highway (Forest Road 579) via State Highway 55 or State Highway 21. The area is also accessed
by Sheep Creek Trail, used by hunters and livestock permittees.

Elevations range from 6,500 feet to 7,700 feet. Steep slopes at lower elevations are vegetated with
scattered to dense stands of lodgepole pine. At higher elevations and on northern exposures, subalpine fir
dominates. Overall, the Elk Creek Roadless Area is marked by rolling, mountainous terrain dissected by
Sheep Trail Creek and Cook Creek. A prominent landmark is Cook Creek Ridge on the northern end of
the area.

ROADLESS CHARACTERISTICS

Natural Integrity: The natural integrity and apparent naturalness of this roadless area are relatively
intact, since few activities have occurred in this area.

Opportunities for Experience: Opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation are moderate because
of the relatively small size of the area, and the proximity to developed areas; however, the rugged and
forested nature of the area tends to counter these limitations.

Special Features: Segments of Elk Creek and Bear Valley Creek lie adjacent or within the northern and
eastern roadless area boundaries. These creeks are eligible for designation as Wild and Scenic Rivers.
There are an estimated 8.3 river miles and 2,300 corridor acres within the roadless area.

Manageability: The creeks that border the area on the north and to the east make fairly logical and
definable boundaries for management. Forest Road 564 makes a deep intrusion into the area from the
west, which makes the northern portion a long narrow area generally separated from the main body of
the inventoried area. This road has made irregular boundaries that would benefit from adjustments to
create a more manageable and definable boundary location if the area were to be designated wilderness.

RESOURCES

Fisheries: Except for some minor headwater segments, this roadless area contains all of Sheep Trail
Creek, which flows into Bear Valley Creek at the roadless area boundary, and all of Cook Creek, which
flows into Elk Creek at the roadless area boundary. The northwestern boundary of the roadless area
roughly follows the lower 2 miles of Bearskin Creek. The northern boundary roughly follows the lower 5
miles of Elk Creek, almost to its confluence with Bear Valley Creek. The eastern boundary roughly
follows 8 miles of Bear Valley Creek, to within a half mile of Elk Creek.

Bear Valley Creek and Elk Creek both serve as spawning and rearing habitat for listed spring/summer
Chinook salmon and steelhead trout, although most steelhead spawning is believed to take place further
down stream in Bear Valley Creek. Bearskin Creek historically served as Chinook spawning habitat, but
because of stream habitat changes, today Bearskin Creek serves only as rearing habitat. The lower ends of
other perennial streams may also serve as rearing habitat for both Chinook and steelhead. The entire
roadless area has been designated as critical habitat for salmon. An estimated 17.1 miles of streams have
salmon and steelhead spawning and rearing habitat.

The portion of Elk Creek adjacent to this roadless area, and the portion of Bear Valley Creek downstream
of Cache Creek, serves as nodal or migratory habitat for listed bull trout. Bearskin Creek, the portion of
Bear Valley Creek above Cache Creek, Sheep Trail Creek, and Cook Creek serve as adjunct habitat,
meaning hat they could provide spawning and rearing habitat. Bull trout have been found in portions of
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Sheep Trail Creek and Bearskin Creek, but do not represent population strongholds. There is spawning
and rearing habitat for cutthroat trout.

Wildlife: Boreal owl], great gray owl, northern goshawk, and spotted frog are sensitive species that are
known to occur or could potentially occur within the roadless area. Gray wolves are known to occur
within this area. The complex of wet meadows and adjacent forest cover with high elk use make this area
potentially suitable for denning and rendezvous habitat. Potential habitat for wolverine and fisher occurs;
however, their presence in the area is unknown. Great gray owls and northern goshawks are known to
breed in the roadless area or in similar habitats immediately adjacent to the roadless area.

Water: Perennial streams in the area flow to Elk Creek and Bear Valley Creek. Water in the area
contributes to recreation, fish and wildlife habitat, and other uses on the forest.

Botanical: There have been few plant surveys conducted in the area. No threatened, endangered, or
Region 4 sensitive plant species are known to occur in the area. There are no inventoried locations of
noxious weeds within the roadless area.

Recreation: The roadless area receives typical backcountry fall big-game hunting use, concentrated
mostly in the areas adjacent to the Cook Ridge Road. The area receives little other recreational use. There
are no recreation trails in the area.

Timber: The roadless area contains an estimated 120,700 thousand board feet of standing timber volume,
equivalent to 239,600 hundred cubic feet. An estimated 14,200 acres (95 percent) of the roadless area are
tentatively suited timberlands. An estimated 9,600 acres are considered to have low productivity; and
about 4,600 acres are considered moderate productivity.

Range: There are no open grazing allotments in the area. There are a number of short drift fences within
the area. There are approximately 700 acres of capable cattle rangeland in the roadless area.

Minerals and Energy: There are a few scattered mining claims in the area. The area is not an identified
potential mineral development area. The roadless area does have some areas considered fair to good for
common variety sand and gravel deposits. This roadless area contains 15,000 acres of high geothermal
potential.

Landownership and Special Features: There are no private or state-owned lands within the roadless
area. One outfitter-guide provides bear and cougar hunting trips in the area, while another provides deer
and elk hunting trips, summer pack trips, and trail rides.

Heritage: Cultural resource site sensitivity is rated as moderate. Numerous prehistoric and historic
mining sites have been identified adjacent to and within the area.

Disturbances: There have been 14 recorded wildfire ignitions or occurrences in the area. Approximately
400 acres have burned in wildfires.

ALTERNATIVE DISCUSSION
This section discusses the general effects of each alternative on the Elk Creek Roadless Area.

Table Elk Creek-1 displays distribution of acres to each theme or theme equivalents by alternative. These
values represent potential, long-term outcomes of managing the roadless area based solely on theme
assignments. Table Elk Creek-2 describes the potential acreage available for each regulated activity under
each alternative.
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Table Elk Creek-1. Acres by theme or theme equivalent, by alternative

Idaho Roadless Areas

Elk Creek Alternative 1 Algrp?ive 2 A::Eernativ:e:| 3 Allt\:rr;:f\ft_ivg 4

2001 Roadless xistin ropose odifie

Management Theme Rule Plan ’ Isule Rule
Wild Land Recreation 0 0 0 0
Primitive 0 0 0 0
Similar to Backcountry 15,000 0 0 0
Backcountry 0 12,700 12,700 12,700
GFRG 0 0 0 0
SAHTS 0 0 0 0
Forest Plan Special Areas 0 2,300* 2,300* 2,300*
Total Acres 15,000 15,000 15,000 15,000

*The Management Prescription for the Forest Plan Special Area in the Elk Creek Roadless Area is 2300 acres as WSR. For further
information on this designation, see the Boise National Forest LRMP.

Table Elk Creek -2. Potential activities

Elk Creek Alternative 1 Alternative 2 Alternative 3 Alternative 4
Potential Activities 2001 Roadless Existing Proposed Modified
Rule Plan Rule Rule

Road construction or reconstruction 0 12.700 12.700 0
for allowed timber cutting ’ ’
Timber cutting to improve TES
species habitat or to restore 15,000 12,700 12,700 12,700
ecosystem composition and structure
Timber cutting to reduce risk of 15.000 12.700 12.700 12.700
uncharacteristic wildland fire effects ’ ’ ’ ’
Timber cutting to reduce significant
risk of wildland fire 0 12,700 12,700 0
Road construction or reconstruction to 0 0 0 0
access new mineral leases
i‘;gzge use and occupancy for new 15,000 12,700 12,700 12,700

Alternative 1 (2001 Roadless Rule): Under the 2001 Roadless Rule little to no timber cutting for
ecosystem restoration would be anticipated because road construction is prohibited to facilitate timber
harvest. Therefore no adverse effects to roadless characteristics are expected from timber activities or
associated road building. Additionally, no new leasable mineral activity would be expected given the
final EIS analysis assumption that no activity would occur without roaded access.

Alternative 2 (Existing Plans): Under the existing forest plan 12,700 acres are within prescription 3.1
(passive restoration and maintenance of aquatic, terrestrial and hydrology resources). Prescription 3.1
permits road construction or reconstruction and timber harvest to address immediate response situations,
where if action is not taken unacceptable impacts to aquatic, terrestrial or hydrology resource values
could occur. However, it is less likely that roads would be constructed in areas with the 3.1 prescription
since passive restoration is desired The prescription does not require that the road be temporary. If
temporary roads were used, then the road construction would likely change the unroaded character in
the short-term. However, since the road would be decommissioned and rehabilitated, and the timber
cutting activities would be designed for restoration purposes, roadless characteristics would be
maintained or enhanced in the long-run. If the project used a permanent road, then the changes to
unroaded character would be long-term, while the timber cutting activities would still be designed to
maintain or enhance roadless characteristics. It's expected, however, that temporary roads would be
favored since the purpose of any road would be to facilitate restoration. Since roads are only permitted
for restoration purposes, no new leasable mineral activity is expected since it would require roaded

access.
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Alternative 3 (Proposed Idaho Roadless Rule): Under the Proposed Rule 12,700 acres would be
available for limited timber cutting for ecosystem restoration and/ or reduction of wildland fire risk to
communities. Road construction would be permitted when necessary for the permitted timber activities.
If temporary roads are used, then the road construction would likely change the unroaded character in
the short-term. However, since the road would be decommissioned and rehabilitated, and the timber
cutting activities would be designed for restoration and/ or fire risk reduction purposes, roadless
characteristics would be maintained or enhanced over the long term. If the project used a permanent
road, then the changes to unroaded character would be long-term, while the timber cutting activities
would still be designed for restoration and/ or fire risk reduction purposes. No new leasable mineral
activity is expected under the Backcountry theme since roads are not permitted for mineral leases. The
Backcountry exception for roadbuilding for phosphate leases is not relevant since there is no potential
phosphate present in this roadless area.

Alternative 4 (Modified Idaho Roadless Rule): Under the Modified Idaho Roadless Rule, there are
12,700 acres under the Backcountry theme, none of which are in the CPZ; therefore no roads could be
constructed to facilitate fuel reduction projects. In addition, since there are no communities or municipal
water supply systems nearby, no timber harvest or associated road building would occur for the purpose
of reducing the significant risk of wildland fire effects.

Timber cutting from existing roads or using aerial systems could be done throughout all 12,700
Backcountry acres to improve TEPS habitat or ecosystem composition and function. Timber cutting for
these purposes would occur on a limited basis and must maintain or improve at least one or more
roadless characteristics. As such, these activities are expected to maintain or improve roadless
characteristics over the long-term.

No new leasable mineral activity is expected under the Backcountry theme since roads are not permitted
to access new mineral leases of any kind.
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Grand Mountain #007
14,500 Acres

OVERVIEW AND DESCRIPTION

The Grand Mountain Roadless Area, on the Idaho City Ranger District, lies between Barber Flat and
Dutch Creek, northeast of Boise. The area is bordered with the Barber Flat Road and the North Fork Boise
River on the west and the Swanholm drainage on the east. The area is accessed by the Middle Fork Boise
River Road and North Fork Boise River Road from State Highway 21.

Elevations range from about 3,860 feet at Alexander Flats to 7,264 atop Grand Mountain. The Middle Fork
Boise River drainage is characterized by shallow to steep granitic stream-cut lands dominated by open
stands of brush-grass communities. About 60 percent of the area has slopes greater than 60 percent.
Lands drained by the North Fork Boise River are strongly dissected, granitic lands dominated by dense
stands of ponderosa pine and Douglas-fir. Steep, dry peaks and valleys are the dominant landforms.

ROADLESS CHARACTERISTICS

Natural Integrity: Generally, the area retains its natural integrity and natural appearance. There are short
segments of three forest roads within the roadless area totaling 0.4 mile.

Opportunities for Experience: There are opportunities for solitude and remoteness. The rugged terrain
provides some opportunities for challenging recreation experiences. The opportunities are somewhat
limited due to the shape of the area that narrows down to less than a half mile wide in the central portion.
This irregular and disjointed shape affects the continuity of the area and limits the sense of remoteness
and the available challenge of backcountry travel.

Special Features: A segment of the Middle Fork Boise River lies adjacent to the southern boundary. This
river segment is eligible for Wild and Scenic River designation. An estimated 700 acres of the river
corridor occurs within the roadless area.

Manageability: The area has some fairly irregular and complex boundaries. Manageability as a
designated wilderness would benefit from simplified boundaries that could be created with little acreage
difference.

RESOURCES

Fisheries: Streams located in this area are Beaver, Browns, and Granite Creek. These are relatively small,
steep, and rapid-flowing streams that contain moderate-sized populations of redband rainbow trout.
They do not contain bull trout. The adjacent Middle Fork Boise River is an important bull trout stream
that provides habitat for migration, rearing, and wintering.

Wildlife: The roadless area provides an important security area for big game (deer and elk) and is
surrounded by highly roaded areas for the most part. The area forms an important link between
unroaded areas to the south and the Sawtooth Wilderness for species such as pine martin and wolverine.
There is a minor amount of potential lynx habitat (200 acres). There is identified habitat for fisher,
northern goshawk, white-headed woodpecker, flamulated owl, and northern three toed woodpeckers.
Winter range for elk and mule deer occurs primarily along the Middle Fork Boise River.

Water: There are a number of perennial streams in the area that flow mostly southerly to the Middle Fork
Boise River. Water in the area contributes to recreation, fish and wildlife habitat, and other uses on the
forest.

Botanical: No threatened, endangered, or Region 4 sensitive plant species are known to occur in the area.
Minor amounts (less than 1 acre each) of St. Johnswort and Dalmation toadflax occur in the area.

Recreation: The area has low recreation use. There is some fall big-game hunting and some upland bird
hunting in the area.
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Timber: The roadless area has an estimated 65,000 thousand board feet of standing timber volume,
equivalent to about 129,500 hundred cubic feet. An estimated 6,900 acres (48 percent) of the roadless area
are tentatively suited timberlands. An estimated 5,000 acres are considered to have low productivity;
3,000 acres, moderate productivity; and 1,800 acres, high productivity.

Range: All of the area is within a sheep allotment. There are no grazing improvements within the
roadless area. There are approximately 2,400 acres of capable sheep rangeland.

Minerals and Energy: There are 14 mining claims in the Grand Mountain area. There are known
geothermal locations along the adjacent Middle Fork Boise River. This roadless area contains 14,500 acres
of high geothermal potential.

Landownership and Special Features: There are no private or state lands within the roadless area. One
outfitter-guide provides cougar and bear hunting opportunities.

Roads and Trails: There are two motorized trails totaling about 5 miles.

Heritage: The area has low cultural resource sensitivity. There are Civilian Conservation Corps
structures, and mining and prehistoric sites documented in the vicinity.

Disturbances: There have been seven recorded wildfire ignitions or occurrences in the area. An estimated
1,500 acres have burned in wildfires, with most of this attributed to the 1992 Foothills fire. Past insect and
disease activity have affected approximately 90 percent of the roadless area. Most of the conifer
vegetation has had some defoliation, and there are scattered pockets of mortality.

ALTERNATIVE DISCUSSION

This section discusses the general effects of each alternative on the Grand Mountain Roadless Area.

Table Grand Mountain-1 displays distribution of acres to each theme or theme equivalents by alternative.
These values represent potential, long-term outcomes of managing the roadless area based solely on
theme assignments. Table Grand Mountain-2 describes the potential acreage available for each regulated
activity under each alternative.

Table Grand Mountain-1. Acres by theme or theme equivalent, by alternative

Alternative 1
2001 Alternative Alternative 3 Alternative 4
Grand Mountain Roadless 2 Existing Proposed Modified
Management Theme Rule Plan Rule Rule

Wild Land Recreation 0 0 0 0
Primitive 0 0 0 0
Similar to Backcountry 14,500 0 0 0

CPz 1,000
Backcountry 0 13,800 13,800 NonCPZ 12.800
GFRG 0 0 0 0
SAHTS 0 0 0 0
Forest Plan Special Areas 0 700* 700* 700*
Total Acres 14,500 14,500 14,500 14,500

*The Management Prescription for the Forest Plan Special Area in the Grand Mountain Roadless Area is 2300 acres as WSR. For
further information on this designation, see the Boise National Forest LRMP.]
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Table Grand Mountain -2. Potential activities

Grand Mountain Alternative 1 Alternative 2 Alternative 3 Alternative 4
Potential Activities 2001 Roadless Existing Proposed Modified
Rule Plan Rule Rule
Road construction or reconstruction .
for allowed timber cutting 0 13,800 13,800 1000
Timber cutting to improve TES 14,500 13.800 13,800 13,800

species habitat

Timber cutting to restore ecosystem
structure to reduce risk of 14,500 13,800 13,800 13,800
uncharacteristic wildland fire effects

Timber cutting to reduce significant

risk of wildland fire to communities 0 13,800 13,800 1000
Road construction or reconstruction to 0 0 0 0
access new mineral leases

Surface use and occupancy for new 14,500 13,800 13,800 13,800

leases

*Temporary road construction and timber cutting may be allowed in the 12,800 acres of Backcountry outside the CPZ to facilitate
hazardous fuels removal, but only if it is determined that there is a significant risk to a community or a municipal water supply
system.

Alternative 1 (2001 Roadless Rule): Under the 2001 Roadless Rule little to no timber cutting for
ecosystem restoration would be anticipated because road construction is prohibited to facilitate timber
harvest. Therefore no adverse effects to roadless characteristics are expected from timber activities or

associated road building. Additionally, no new leasable mineral activity would be expected given the
final EIS analysis assumption that no activity would occur without roaded access.

Alternative 2 (Existing Plans): Under the existing forest plan 13,800 acres are within prescription 3.2
(active restoration and maintenance of aquatic, terrestrial and hydrology resources). Prescription 3.2
permits road construction or reconstruction and timber harvest to address immediate response situations,
where if action is not taken unacceptable impacts to aquatic, terrestrial or hydrology resource values
could occur. The prescription does not require that the road be temporary. If temporary roads were used,
then the road construction would likely change the unroaded character in the short-term. However, since
the road would be decommissioned and rehabilitated, and the timber cutting activities would be
designed for restoration purposes, roadless characteristics would be maintained or enhanced in the long-
run. If the project used a permanent road, then the changes to unroaded character would be long-term,
while the timber cutting activities would still be designed to maintain or enhance roadless characteristics.
It's expected, however, that temporary roads would be favored since the purpose of any road would be to
facilitate restoration. Since roads are only permitted for restoration purposes, no new leasable mineral
activity is expected since it would require roaded access.

Alternative 3 (Proposed Idaho Roadless Rule): Under the Proposed Rule 13,800 acres would be
available for limited timber cutting for ecosystem restoration and/ or reduction of wildland fire risk to
communities. Road construction would be permitted when necessary for the permitted timber activities.
If temporary roads are used, then the road construction would likely change the unroaded character in
the short-term. However, since the road would be decommissioned and rehabilitated, and the timber
cutting activities would be designed for restoration and/ or fire risk reduction purposes, roadless
characteristics would be maintained or enhanced over the long term. If the project used a permanent
road, then the changes to unroaded character would be long-term, while the timber cutting activities
would still be designed for restoration and/ or fire risk reduction purposes. No new leasable mineral
activity is expected under the Backcountry theme since roads are not permitted for mineral leases. The
Backcountry exception for roadbuilding for phosphate leases is not relevant since there is no potential
phosphate present in this roadless area.
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Alternative 4 (Modified Idaho Roadless Rule): Under the Modified Idaho Roadless Rule, there are
13,800 acres under the Backcountry theme, 1,000 of which are in the CPZ. Within the CPZ timber cutting
for hazardous fuel removal would be allowed, and temporary roads could be constructed to facilitate
timber harvest if that is the desired tool for hazardous fuel removal. Temporary road construction would
likely change roadless characteristics in the short-term. However, since the road would be
decommissioned and rehabilitated, and the timber harvest activities would be designed for fire risk
reduction purposes, roadless characteristics would likely be maintained or enhanced over the long term.

For the 12,800 acres outside the CPZ, timber cutting and temporary road construction to facilitate timber
harvest could be allowed to reduce hazardous fuels if it is determined that there is a significant risk to a
community or a municipal water supply system. Since additional conditions would be required, it is
likely that temporary road construction for this purpose would be infrequent.

Timber cutting from existing roads, including those constructed for fuel reduction projects, or using aerial
systems could be done throughout all 13,800 Backcountry acres to improve TEPS habitat or ecosystem
composition and structure. Timber cutting for these purposes would occur on a limited basis and must
maintain or improve at least one or more roadless characteristics. As such, these activities are expected to
maintain or improve roadless characteristics over the long-term.

No new leasable mineral activity is expected under the Backcountry theme since roads are not permitted
to access new mineral leases of any kind.
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Grimes Pass #017
13,300 Acres

OVERVIEW AND DESCRIPTION

The Grimes Pass Roadless Area, in the Emmett Ranger District, extends from the Grimes Pass Road
(Forest Road 382) to Rock Creek, south of the South Fork Payette River. The area is accessed from the
Banks-Lowman Highway (Forest Road 17) via State Highway 55 and the Grimes Creek Road via State
Highway 21. The Grimes Pass Roadless Area is underlain by Cretaceous granitics of the Idaho Batholith.

Elevations range from about 3,500 feet to 7,000 feet. Strongly dissected fluvial lands are vegetated with
moderate to dense stands of Douglas-fir and ponderosa pine. Overall, the Grimes Pass Roadless Area has
steep slopes and deep ravines. Dense timber stands of Douglas-fir and ponderosa pine are interspersed
with brushy areas and rock outcrops.

ROADLESS CHARACTERISTICS

Natural Integrity: The natural integrity and appearance of this roadless area have been somewhat
affected by scattered evidence of old mining roads and old diggings. There are segments of five different
forest roads within the roadless area totaling 2.1 miles.

Opportunities for Experience: Opportunities for solitude, primitive recreation, and challenging
experiences are somewhat limited because of this area's narrow and irregular shape, which confines use.
The steep and rugged terrain provides considerable challenge to cross country foot travel and the broken
terrain allows for seclusion and solitude.

Special Features: A segment of the South Fork Payette River lies adjacent and within the northern
boundary. This river segment is eligible for Wild and Scenic River designation. An estimated 6.5 river
miles and 2,000 eligible corridor acres occur within the roadless area.

Manageability: The Grimes Pass area could be more easily managed if the boundary were changed to
eliminate that portion west of the Grayback/Bear Creek Ridge. However, the size and shape of the area
are not well suited for wilderness management.

RESOURCES

Fisheries: This roadless area contains a portion of the South Fork Payette River from Rock Creek,
downstream to Sweet Creek. This portion of the river does not provide spawning habitat for listed bull
trout but is identified as a nodal habitat (migrational and over-winter rearing). This portion of the river
also provides a migration corridor that bull trout use to access spawning and rearing habitat outside the
Grimes Pass Roadless Area. The South Fork Payette River within the Grimes Pass Roadless Area provides
rearing habitat for redband rainbow trout.

This roadless area also includes several tributaries to the South Fork Payette River that flow in from the
south. These tributaries have not been surveyed due to lack of access and because the natural channel
morphology of these tributaries is steep, high gradient, and cascading. Therefore, it is not likely that these
tributaries provide habitat for bull trout due to elevation, drainage size, and access limitations. Some of
these tributaries most likely contain spawning and rearing habitat for redband rain bow trout.

Wildlife: Gray wolves may occur within this area. Bald eagles winter along the South Fork Payette River.
Fish from the river and carrion found on ungulate winter range provide the primary sources of food.
Potential habitat for lynx, wolverine, and fisher occurs; however, their presence in the area is unknown.
An estimated 13 percent if the area is potential lynx habitat. The roadless area provides relatively
secluded habitat important to these species. Boreal owl, northern goshawk, flammulated owl, white
headed woodpecker, three-toed woodpecker, and spotted frog are sensitive species that are known to
occur or could potentially occur within the roadless area. The area provides summer and fall habitat for
elk and mule deer. Most of the area provides important winter range, with the lower elevation and south
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aspects in Rock Creek receiving the most use. The roadless area provides security areas for elk and deer
during hunting seasons.

Water: The Grimes Pass Roadless Area has a number of perennial streams that flow northerly to the
South Fork Payette River. Water in the area contributes to recreation, fish and wildlife habitat, and other
uses on the forest. This roadless area contains 1,600 acres of surface water (municipal water supply).

Botanical: No threatened, endangered, or Region 4 sensitive plant species are known to occur in the area.
Rush skeletonweed has infested an estimated 14 acres of the roadless area.

Recreation: The roadless area receives backcountry fall big-game hunting use that is concentrated mostly
in the areas adjacent to trails and roads, but the area receives little other recreational use. There are no
recreation trails in the area.

Timber: The roadless area includes an estimated 112,800 thousand board feet of standing timber volume,
equivalent to 218,000 hundred cubic feet. An estimated 10,800 acres (81 percent) of the roadless area are
tentatively suited timberlands. An estimated 2,500 acres have low timber productivity; 8,200 acres,
moderate productivity; and 1,200 acres, high productivity

Range: There are no open allotments or capable grazing lands within the roadless area. There are 300
acres of capable sheep rangeland in this roadless area.

Minerals and Energy: The Pine Creek Camp and AMAX molybdenum prospects are located in this area.
There are known geothermal sites along the adjacent South Fork Payette River. Most of the roadless area
is identified as an area of potential mineral development. There are over 600 mining claims in the
roadless area. This roadless area contains 13,300 acres of high geothermal potential.

Landownership and Special Features: There are no private or state-owned lands in the area. One
outfitter-guide service provide cougar and bear hunting trips in the area, four river outfitting companies
provide river trips on the South Fork Payette, and one river outfitter has an assigned camp site just within
the roadless boundary. There is a special use permit for an Idaho Power transmission line at a short
segment along the roadless boundary.

Heritage: There is a high probability that historic cultural resources can be found in this roadless area
because mining has occurred since the late 1800s. The area is included in the Boise Historic Mining
District. Homesteads, mining, and prehistoric sites have been recorded in the vicinity.

Disturbances: There are high incidences of Douglas-fir mistletoe on the north slopes facing the South
Fork Payette River.

ALTERNATIVE DISCUSSION
This section discusses the general effects of each alternative on the Grimes Pass Roadless Area.

Table Grimes Pass-1 displays distribution of acres to each theme or theme equivalents by alternative.
These values represent potential, long-term outcomes of managing the roadless area based solely on
theme assignments. Table Grimes Pass-2 describes the potential acreage available for each regulated
activity under each alternative.
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Table Grimes Pass-1. Acres by theme or theme equivalent, by alternative

Idaho Roadless Areas

Alternative 1
Grimes Pass 2001 Alternative 2 | Alternative 3 Alternative 4
Management Theme Roadless Existing Proposed Modified
Rule Plan Rule Rule

Wild Land Recreation 0 0 0 0
Primitive 0 0 0 0
Similar to Backcountry 13,300 0 0 0

CPzZ | 3,500
Backcountry 0 9,600 9,600 NonCPZ 6.100
GFRG 0 1,700 1,700 1,700
SAHTS 0 0 0 0
Forest Plan Special Areas 0 2,000* 2,000* 2,000*
Total Acres 13,300 13,300 13,300 13,300

*The Management Prescription for the Forest Plan Special Area in the Grimes Pass Roadless Area is 2000 acres as WSR. For
further information on this designation, see the Boise National Forest LRMP.

Table Grimes Pass-2. Potential activities

Grimes Pass Alternative 1 Alternative 2 Alternative 3 Alternative 4
Potential Activities 2001 Roadless Existing Proposed Modified
Rule Plan Rule Rule

Road construction or reconstruction 0 11300 11.300 5.200*
for allowed timber cutting ’ ’ ’
Timber cutting to improve TES
species habitat or to restore 13,300 11,300 11,300 11,300
ecosystem composition and structure
Timber cutting to reduce risk of
uncharacteristic wildland fire effects 13,300 11,300 11,300 11,300
Timber cutting to reduce significant N
risk of wildland fire 0 11,300 11,300 5,200
Road construction or reconstruction to
access new mineral leases 0 1,700 1,700 0
Surface use and oceupancy for new 13,300 11,300 11,300 11,300

*Temporary road construction and timber cutting may be allowed in the 6,100 acres of Backcountry outside the CPZ to facilitate
hazardous fuels removal, but only if it is determined that there is a significant risk to a community or a municipal water supply

system.

Alternative 1 (2001 Roadless Rule): Under the 2001 Roadless Rule little to no timber cutting for
ecosystem restoration would be anticipated because road construction is prohibited to facilitate timber
harvest. Therefore no adverse effects to roadless characteristics are expected from timber activities or
associated road building. Additionally, no new leasable mineral activity would be expected given the
final EIS analysis assumption that no activity would occur without roaded access.

Alternative 2 (Existing Plans): Under the existing forest plan about 400 acres would be managed under
prescription 5.1 (restoration and maintenance emphasis within forested landscapes), about 1,300 acres
would be managed under prescription 5.2 (commodity production emphasis within forested landscapes)
and 9,600 acres would be managed under prescription 3.2 (active restoration and maintenance of aquatic,
terrestrial and hydrology resources).

For prescription 5.2 roads are generally permitted and timber harvest can occur for both restoration and
commodity production purposes. Timber activities and road building could alter roadless characteristics
over the short and long-term since the management emphasis is the sustainable production of goods and
services.
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For prescription 5.1 roads are permitted for restoration purposes, to reduce wildland fire risks in the
wildland urban interface, and to meet travel management outcomes. Timber harvest is permitted as long
as its primary objective is maintaining the desired forest vegetation. As such, road building and timber
harvest would be permitted for a range of vegetation management objectives. These activities could alter
roadless characteristics in the short and long term, although the impacts would be minimal since the
overall management goal is to achieve resilient forested landscapes.

For the 9,600 acres under prescription 3.2, road construction or reconstruction and timber harvest are
permitted to prevent unacceptable impacts to aquatic, terrestrial or hydrology resource values. If
temporary roads were used, then the road construction would likely change the unroaded character in
the short-term. However, since the road would be decommissioned and rehabilitated, and the timber
cutting activities would be designed for restoration purposes, roadless characteristics would be
maintained or enhanced in the long-run. If the project used a permanent road, then the changes to
unroaded character would be long-term, while the timber cutting activities would still be designed to
maintain or enhance roadless characteristics. It's expected, however, that temporary roads would be
favored since the purpose of any road would be to facilitate restoration.

Roads for new mineral leases are not permitted for the 9,600 acres under prescription 3.2, so no new
mineral leasing activity is expected. For the 1,700 acres under prescriptions 5.1 and 5.2, new mineral
leases and roads would generally be permitted. The Grimes Pass Roadless Area contains 13,300 acres of
high geothermal potential, but it has little to no potential for oil and gas leasing or phosphate mining. If
any geothermal leasing occurred, it would likely alter roadless characteristics over both the short and
long term.

Alternative 3 (Proposed Idaho Roadless Rule): Under the Proposed Rule 9,600 acres would fall under
the Backcountry theme and 1,700 acres would fall under the GFRG theme. For the acres under the
Backcountry theme timber cutting for ecosystem restoration and/or reduction of wildland fire risk to
communities would be permitted. Road construction would be permitted when necessary for the
permitted timber activities. If temporary roads are used, then the road construction would likely change
the unroaded character in the short-term. However, since the road would be decommissioned and
rehabilitated, and the timber cutting activities would be designed for restoration and/ or fire risk
reduction purposes, roadless characteristics would be maintained or enhanced over the long term. If the
project used a permanent road, then the changes to unroaded character would be long-term, while the
timber cutting activities would still be designed for restoration and/ or fire risk reduction purposes. No
new leasable mineral activity is expected under the Backcountry theme since roads are not permitted for
mineral leases. The Backcountry exception for roadbuilding for phosphate leases is not relevant since
there is no potential phosphate present in this roadless area.

For the 1,700 acres under the GFRG theme roads would generally be permitted and timber harvest could
occur for both restoration and commodity production purposes. Timber activities and road building to
meet these objectives could alter roadless characteristics over the short and long-term.

Leasable mineral activities and road building to access mineral leases are permitted under the GFRG
theme. While there is little to no potential for oil and gas development or phosphate mining in the Grimes
Pass Roadless Area, the area does contain 13,300 acres of high geothermal potential. If any geothermal
activities occurred under the GFRG theme, then they would alter roadless characteristics in both the short
and long-term.

Alternative 4 (Modified Idaho Roadless Rule): Under the Modified Idaho Roadless Rule, there are
1,700 acres under the GFRG theme and 9,600 acres under the Backcountry theme, 3,500 of which are in
the CPZ. Within the CPZ timber cutting for hazardous fuel removal would be allowed, and temporary
roads could be constructed to facilitate timber harvest if that is the desired tool for hazardous fuel
removal. Temporary road construction would likely change roadless characteristics in the short-term.
However, since the road would be decommissioned and rehabilitated, and the timber harvest activities
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would be designed for fire risk reduction purposes, roadless characteristics would be designed to be
maintained or enhanced over the long term.

For the 6,100 acres outside the CPZ, timber cutting and temporary road construction to facilitate timber
harvest could be allowed to reduce hazardous fuels if it is determined that there is a significant risk to a
community or a municipal water supply system. Since additional conditions would be required, it is
likely that temporary road construction for this purpose would be infrequent.

Timber cutting from existing roads, including those constructed for fuel reduction projects, or using aerial
systems could be done throughout all 9,600 Backcountry acres to improve TEPS habitat or ecosystem
composition and structure. Timber cutting for these purposes would occur on a limited basis and must
maintain or improve at least one or more roadless characteristics. As such, these activities are expected to
maintain or improve roadless characteristics over the long-term.

For the 1,700 acres under the GFRG theme roads would generally be permitted and timber harvest could
occur for both restoration and commodity production purposes, as long as these activities are consistent
with applicable forest plan components. Existing plan forest-wide management direction would still
apply. Timber harvest and associated road building could alter the roadless characteristics on the 1,700
acres in GFRG over the short and long-term.

No new leasable mineral activity is expected under the Backcountry or GFRG theme since roads are not
permitted to access new mineral leases. The GFRG exception for roadbuilding for phosphate leases is not
relevant since there is no potential phosphate present in this roadless area.
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Hawley Mountain #018
7,700 Acres

OVERVIEW AND DESCRIPTION

The Hawley Mountain Roadless Area, in the Idaho City and Emmett Ranger Districts, lies between the
Quartzburg exclusion and the forest boundary. This roadless area is accessed from the Jerusalem area off
State Highway 55. No trail access is present.

Elevations range from 4,400 feet to 7,301 feet atop Hawley Mountain. Some strongly dissected granitic
fluvial lands are vegetated with moderate to dense stands of Douglas-fir and ponderosa pine, while other
lands include brush-grass communities interspersed with scattered stands of Douglas-fir and ponderosa
pine. Much of the area was burned during a wildfire in the 1960s and is currently vegetated with dense
brush, young ponderosa pine and Douglas-fir. Overall, this area is marked by large areas of heavy brush,
with smaller areas of heavy Douglas-fir, ponderosa pine, and grand fir. Hawley Mountain is the area's
most prominent landmark.

The Hawley Mountain fire Lookout is staffed through a cooperative agreement with the State of Idaho.
The lookout and access road has been excluded from the roadless area.

ROADLESS CHARACTERISTICS

Natural Integrity: The natural integrity and apparent naturalness of the Hawley Mountain area have
been affected in some areas by past fire control activities such as constructed fire lines and segments of
primitive roads. There are segments of three forest roads within the roadless area totaling 1.58 miles.
These roads extend into the central portion of the roadless area.

Opportunities for Experience: Opportunities for solitude, primitive recreation, and challenging
experiences are limited somewhat by the relatively small size of the area. The rugged terrain and remote
location of the area does provide for a degree of solitude and remoteness. The narrowness of the area
(most of the area is less than 2 miles in width) tends to confine and limit use.

Special Features: No special features have been identified in this area.

Manageability: Some minor boundary adjustments would facilitate management as a designated
wilderness.

RESOURCES

Fisheries: This roadless area contains portions of headwater tributaries of the South Fork Payette River
(Charters Creek and Coski Creek) and Alder Creek (Schilling, McKinzie, Longs, Bunches, and West Fork
Creeks). The only surveyed stream within this roadless area is West Fork Creek, a headwater tributary to
Alder Creek. Redband rainbow trout have been found within West Fork Creek and could potentially
occur within Bunches, Longs, and Shilling Creeks within this roadless area. Coski and Charters Creeks
within this roadless area have not been surveyed; potential fish presence is questionable since these are
headwater tributaries of small streams. It is not likely that any of these tributaries within the roadless area
provide habitat for bull trout due to drainage size and access limitations. Bull trout habitat overlaps this
roadless area.

Wildlife: Suitable habitat for federally listed endangered species is limited within this roadless area.
Species such as the gray wolf and lynx may occur within the roadless area; however, occurrence of these
species is probably related to dispersing individuals. There is no identified lynx habitat in the roadless
area. Bald eagle and peregrine falcon habitat does not exist within the area. Habitat for Region 4 sensitive
species such of white headed woodpecker, great gray owl, northern goshawk, flamulated owl, and
northern three-toed woodpecker is identified in the area. The area provides some elk and deer winter
range. Habitat for pileated woodpecker nesting exists in the northern and southern portion of this area.
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Water: The area has perennial streams that flow easterly to Alder Creek and southeasterly to Granite
Creek. Water in the area contributes to recreation, fish and wildlife habitat, and other uses on the forest.
This roadless area contains 900 acres of surface water (municipal water supply).

Botanical: No threatened, endangered, or Region 4 sensitive plant species are known to occur in the area.
A minor amount of Rush skeletonweed occurs in the area (less than 1 acre).

Recreation: The area receives moderate use during the fall big-game hunting season, but there is little
other recreational use.

Timber: The area has an estimated 33,400 thousand board feet of standing timber volume, equivalent to
68,300 hundred cubic feet. An estimated 6,400 acres (83 percent) of the Hawley Mountain Roadless Area
are tentatively suited timberlands. An estimated 1,900 acres have low productivity; 3,600 acres, moderate
productivity; and 1,100 acres, high productivity.

Range: There are portions of two active cattle allotments covering approximately 75 percent of the area.
The area has about 400 acres of capable cattle rangeland in this roadless area and 50 acres of capable
sheep rangeland.

Minerals and Energy: The general area around Hawley Mountain Roadless Area includes some of the
first mineral developments in the Boise Basin. There are currently 27 scattered mining claims in the area.
The roadless area is not identified as a potential mineral development area. This roadless area contains
7,700 acres of high geothermal potential.

Landownership and Special Features: There is no private or state land within the roadless area. One
outfitter-guide service provides cougar and bear hunting trips in the area.

Roads and Trails: There are no trails in the area.

Heritage: The area has low cultural resource sensitivity. Surveys in the adjoining and overlapping areas,
in similar topographic situations, indicate the area has a low site density.

Disturbances: There have been two recorded wildfire ignitions or occurrences in the area. Approximately

3,600 acres have burned in wildfires, with most of this attributed to the 1966 Charter Mountains fire.
ALTERNATIVE DISCUSSION

This section discusses the general effects of each alternative on the Hawley Mountain Roadless Area.

Table Hawley Mountain-1 displays distribution of acres to each theme or theme equivalents by
alternative. These values represent potential, long-term outcomes of managing the roadless area based
solely on theme assignments. Table Hawley Mountain-2 describes the potential acreage available for each
regulated activity under each alternative.

Table Hawley Mountain-1. Acres by theme or theme equivalent, by alternative

Hawley Mountain zﬁétfgatic\‘lle 1 AIEr_natgive 2 A:;ernative(zj 3 Allt\:rr;e_lft_ivg 4

oadless xistin ropose odifie

Management Theme Rule Plan ? Isule Rule
Wild Land Recreation 0 0 0 0
Primitive 0 7,700 7,700 7,700
Similar to Backcountry 7,700 0 0 0
Backcountry 0 0 0 0
GFRG 0 0 0 0
SAHTS 0 0 0 0
Forest Plan Special Areas 0 0 0 0
Total Acres 7,700 7,700 7,700 7,700
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Table Hawley Mountain-2. Potential activities

Hawley Mountain Alternative 1 Alternative 2 Alternative 3 Alternative 4
Potential Activities 2001 Roadless Existing Proposed Modified
Rule Plan Rule Rule
Road construction or reconstruction 0 0 0 0

for allowed timber cutting

Timber cutting to improve TES
species habitat or to restore 7,700 7,700 7,700 7,700
ecosystem composition and structure

Timber cutting to reduce risk of

uncharacteristic wildland fire effects 7,700 7,700 7,700 100
Tlmber guttlng tq reduce significant 0 7700 7700 0
risk of wildland fire

Road construction or reconstruction to 0 0 0 0
access new mineral leases

Surface use and occupancy for new 7.700 7.700 0 0

leases

* Timber cutting is prohibited in Primitive except to maintain or restore TEPS habitat, restore ecosystem composition and function
or to reduce the risk of uncharacteristic wildland fire to a community or a municipal water supply system. Some activities are
expected to occur in the 100 acres of the Primitive theme area that are within 1 % miles of a community and/or contain a
municipal water supply system.

Alternative 1 (2001 Roadless Rule): Under the 2001 Roadless Rule little to no timber cutting for
ecosystem restoration would be anticipated because road construction is prohibited to facilitate timber
harvest. Therefore no adverse effects to roadless characteristics are expected from timber activities or
associated road building. Additionally, no new leasable mineral activity would be expected given the
final EIS analysis assumption that no activity would occur without roaded access.

Alternative 2 (Existing Plans): Under the existing plan about 7,000 acres are within prescription 4.1c
(undeveloped recreation, maintain unroaded character with allowance for restoration activities). Under
this prescription, any management activities must be designed and implemented in a manner that does
not adversely compromise the area’s roadless and undeveloped character. Road construction is
prohibited except in cases of reserved and outstanding rights. While mechanical vegetation treatment is
permitted when it is consistent with maintaining roadless characteristics, little to no timber cutting would
be anticipated because roads could not be constructed. Since roads are only permitted for reserved and
outstanding rights, no new leasable mineral activity is expected since it would require roaded access.

Alternative 3 (Proposed Idaho Roadless Rule): Under the Proposed Rule timber cutting is prohibited
on 7,700 acres in the Primitive theme, except where done for ecosystem restoration and/or reduction of
wildland fire risk to communities. Little to no timber cutting would be anticipated because roads could
not be constructed. Road construction would be prohibited except in cases of reserved and outstanding
rights. There would therefore be no short term adverse effects expected to roadless characteristics due to
road construction. The Proposed Rule prohibits surface occupancy for new mineral leases; therefore there
would be no change to roadless character from mineral leasing.

Alternative 4 (Modified Idaho Roadless Rule): Under the Modified Idaho Roadless Rule, there are
7,700 acres under the Primitive theme. Timber cutting is prohibited except when done to improve TEPS
habitat or ecosystem composition and function or to reduce the risk of uncharacteristic wildland fire, but
only adjacent to a community or a municipal water supply system. About 100 acres of the Primitive
theme are within 1% miles of a community and/or contain a municipal water supply system; any
wildland fire risk reduction activities are expected to occur in these areas. No new roads can be
constructed for these activities, so limited timber harvest is expected because of lack of roaded access. In
addition these activities must maintain or improve at least one or more roadless characteristicss.
Activities away from roads would likely be in the form of prescribed fire or wildland fire use. There
would be no new leasable mineral activities since new surface occupancy and road building for mineral
access are both prohibited.
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House Mountain #001
25,600 Acres

OVERVIEW AND DESCRIPTION

The House Mountain Roadless Area, on the Mountain Home Ranger District, lies about 37 miles north of
Mountain Home, northeast of Boise. The area is accessed from a two-lane graveled road that parallels the
South Fork Boise River on the area’s southern boundary. Access is also provided from Forest Road 137,
the Smith Prairie Road on the west, and the Castle Creek Road on the east.

Elevations within this area range from 3,200 to 7,700 feet, and most slopes are steep, dry and non-
forested. About two-thirds of the area contains slopes over 40 percent. Sagebrush with an understory of
forbs predominates on southern slopes, while scattered stands of Douglas-fir and ponderosa pine with
understories of dense brush or grass prevail on northern slopes. Overall, the area has steep, dry peaks
and valleys. House Mountain (elevation 7,700 feet) lies along the roadless area’s northern boundary, and
Anderson Ranch Reservoir and Dam lie about one mile east of the roadless area.

ROADLESS CHARACTERISTICS

Natural Integrity: The natural integrity and appearance of the House Mountain area is intact as little
evidence of man’s activity exists. There are short segments of three different forest roads just within the
roadless area boundaries. These segments total 0.6 miles.

Opportunities for Experience: There are moderate opportunities provided for solitude or remoteness.
The lack of vegetative screening limits solitude in some locations. Views to the roads and other activities
outside of the area readily occur in many locations. Opportunities for primitive recreation or challenging
experiences are enhanced with the rugged terrain of the area.

Special Features: The South Fork Boise River lies adjacent to the southern and southwestern boundary.
This river is eligible for Wild and Scenic River designation with a recreational classification. An estimated
800 acres of this river corridor occurs within the roadless area.

Manageability: There are some very irregular boundaries in the northern portion that would create some
management complexity. Many of the other boundaries are formed by other private or state lands
ownership.

RESOURCES

Fisheries: This unit has several short, small streams with limited amounts of water that drain into the
South Fork Boise River. The main streams in the area are Pierce, Rock, and Elk Creeks. Pierce Creek has a
population of redband rainbow trout that is small but self-sustaining at this time. Rock Creek has a
population of cutthroat trout that are isolated from the South Fork Boise River by cascades and waterfalls
near the mouth of the stream. Bull trout habitat overlaps this roadless area.

Wildlife: The area occurs within the range of the gray wolf although there is no known denning or
rendezvous activity reported in the area. Wintering bald eagle habitat occurs within the area, and the area
contains bald eagle nesting habitat. Minor lynx and wolverine habitat occur in the area. Potential habitat
occurs for northern three-toed woodpecker, northern goshawk, flammulated owl, white-headed
woodpecker, pileated woodpecker, spotted bat and Townsend’s big-eared bat. Known spotted frog
populations occur. Historical habitat for mountain quail occurs. The roadless area provides security for
big game and contains big-game winter range primarily in the south and west portions adjacent to the
South Fork Boise River.

Water: Numerous perennial streams drain east and southeast to Anderson Ranch Reservoir, while others
drain westerly to the South Fork Boise River. Water in the area contributes to recreation, fish and wildlife
habitat, and other uses on the forest.
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Botanical: No threatened, endangered or sensitive plant species are known to occur in the area. Two
noxious weeds, leafy spurge, and yellow toadflax, have infested an estimated 10 acres of the roadless
area.

Recreation: Recreation use is primarily big-game hunting dispersed camping, and fishing.

Timber: The roadless area contains 65,200 thousand board feet of standing timber volume, equivalent to
135,100 hundred cubic feet. An estimated 10,800 acres (42 percent) of the roadless area contains
tentatively suited timberlands. An estimated 3,800 acres are considered to have low productivity; 5,500
acres, moderate productivity; and 3,800 acres, high productivity.

Range: There are two sheep allotments that cover about 80 percent of the area, and two cattle allotments
that cover the remaining 20 percent of the area. One cattle allotment has a few water developments and
fences, and the other has no improvements. There are approximately 2,300 acres of capable cattle
rangeland and 3,500 acres of capable sheep rangeland in this roadless area.

Minerals and Energy: The area has a portion that is considered a fair to poor permissive area for silt,
sand and gravel. There has been no mining activity in the past. There are currently 75 scattered mining
claims in the area. This roadless area contains 25,600 acres of high geothermal potential.

Landownership and Special Features: No private or state land occurs within the roadless area. There are
two outfitter-guide permittees that operate in the area; one is permitted for cougar and bear hunting, and
the other for bear hunting only.

Roads and Trails: There are 4.7 miles of motorized trails in the area.

Heritage: The area has low cultural resource sensitivity. Surveys in adjoining and overlapping area, in
similar topographic situations, indicate the area likely has a low site density.

Disturbances: There have been no areas burned by wildfire since 1960. Douglas-fir bark beetle
populations continue to be active at above endemic levels and are most pronounced where defoliation
occurred by the Douglas-fir tussock moth in the early 1990s. Evidence of western pine and spruce beetle
activity exists mainly east of House Mountain.

ALTERNATIVE DISCUSSION

This section discusses the general effects of each alternative on the House Mountain Roadless Area.

Table House Mountain-1 displays distribution of acres to each theme or theme equivalents by alternative.
These values represent potential, long-term outcomes of managing the roadless area based solely on
theme assignments. Table House Mountain-2 describes the potential acreage available for each regulated
activity under each alternative.

Table House Mountain-1. Acres by theme or theme equivalent, by alternative

House Mountain Alternative 1 AIEr_natgive 2 A:;ernative(zj 3 Allt\:rze_lft_ivg 4

2001 Roadless xistin ropose odifie

Management Theme Rule Plan ’ I;,ule Rule
Wild Land Recreation 0 0 0 0
Primitive 0 24,800 24,800 24,800
Similar to Backcountry 25,600 0 0 0
Backcountry 0 0 0 0
GFRG 0 0 0 0
SAHTS 0 0 0 0
Forest Plan Special Areas 0 800* 800* 800*
Total Acres 25,600 25,600 25,600 25,600

*The Management Prescription for the Forest Plan Special Area in the House Mountain Roadless Area is 800 acres as WSR. For
further information on this designation, see the Boise National Forest LRMP.
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Table House Mountain-2. Potential activities

Idaho Roadless Areas

House Mountain

Alternative 1

Alternative 2

Alternative 3

Alternative 4

Potential Activities 2001 Roadless Existing Proposed Modified
Rule Plan Rule Rule

Road construction or reconstruction

, . 0 0 0 0
for allowed timber cutting
Timber cutting to improve TES
species habitat or to restore 25,600 24,800 24,800 24,800
ecosystem composition and structure
Timber cuttllng. to rgduce r[sk of 25600 24.800 24.800 600"
uncharacteristic wildland fire effects
Tlmber guttlng tq reduce significant 0 24.800 24,800 0
risk of wildland fire
Road construction or reconstruction to 0 0 0 0
access new mineral leases
Surface use and occupancy for new 25 600 24.800 0 0

leases

* Timber cutting is prohibited in the Primitive theme except to maintain or restore TEPS habitat, restore ecosystem composition
and function or to reduce the risk of uncharacteristic wildland fire to a community or a municipal water supply system. Such
activities are expected to occur in the 600 acres of the Primitive theme area that are within 1 - miles of a community and/or

contain a municipal water supply system.

Alternative 1 (2001 Roadless Rule): Under the 2001 Roadless Rule little to no timber cutting for
ecosystem restoration would be anticipated because road construction is prohibited to facilitate timber
harvest. Therefore no adverse effects to roadless characteristics are expected from timber activities or
associated road building. Additionally, no new leasable mineral activity would be expected given the
final EIS analysis assumption that no activity would occur without roaded access.

Alternative 2 (Existing Plans): Under the existing plan about 24,800 acres are within prescription 4.1c
(undeveloped recreation, maintain unroaded character with allowance for restoration activities). Under
this prescription, any management activities must be designed and implemented in a manner that does
not adversely compromise the area’s roadless and undeveloped character. Road construction is
prohibited except in cases of reserved and outstanding rights. While mechanical vegetation treatment is
permitted when it is consistent with maintaining roadless characteristics, little to no timber cutting would
be anticipated because roads could not be constructed. Since roads are only permitted for reserved and
outstanding rights, no new leasable mineral activity is expected since it would require roaded access.

Alternative 3 (Proposed Idaho Roadless Rule): Under the Proposed Rule 24,800 acres would allow
limited timber cutting for ecosystem restoration and/or reduction of wildland fire risk to communities,
but little to no timber cutting would be anticipated because roads could not be constructed. Road
construction would be prohibited except in cases of reserved and outstanding rights; therefore there
would be no short term adverse effects expected to roadless characteristics due to road construction. The
Proposed Rule prohibits surface occupancy for new mineral leases; therefore there would be no change to
roadless character from mineral leasing.

Alternative 4 (Modified Idaho Roadless Rule): Under the Modified Idaho Roadless Rule, there are
24,800 acres under the Primitive theme. Timber cutting is prohibited except when done to improve TEPS
habitat or ecosystem composition and function or to reduce the risk of uncharacteristic wildland fire, but
only adjacent to a community or a municipal water supply system. About 600 acres of the Primitive
theme area are within 1% miles of a community and/or contain a municipal water supply system; any
wildland fire risk reduction activities are expected to occur in these areas. No new roads can be
constructed for these activities, so limited timber harvest is expected because of lack of roaded access. In
addition these activities must maintain or improve at least one or more roadless characteristics. Activities
away from roads would likely be in the form of prescribed fire or wildland fire use. There would be no
new leasable mineral activities since new surface occupancy and road building for mineral access are

both prohibited.
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Lost Man Creek #041
12,700 Acres

OVERVIEW AND DESCRIPTION

The Lost Man Creek Roadless Area is a recently delineated roadless area that was identified during a
1999 roadless area inventory update for the Forest Plan Revision. The Lost Man Creek Roadless Area, in
the Mountain Home and Idaho City Ranger Districts, lies about 12 miles west of Atlanta, northeast of
Boise. The area is bordered by the Middle Fork Boise River to the north, Roaring River to the west, and
Phifer Creek to the east. The area is accessed from the Middle Fork Boise River Road from State Highway
21.

Elevations range from 4,200 feet along the Boise River to 7,600 feet in the southeast corner. The area has
complex drainage patterns formed by drainages to the north, west, and east. Primary streams in the
interior of the area are Lost Man Creek and Deadman Creek. Lands drained by the Middle Fork Boise
River are strongly dissected, granitic lands dominated by dense stands of ponderosa pine and Douglas-
fir.

Overall the area is characterized by steep rugged terrain, with complex drainage patterns eventually
leading to the Middle Fork Boise River. The terrain is generally forested and dominated with stands of
mixed conifer, ponderosa pine, and Douglas-fir.

ROADLESS CHARACTERISTICS
Natural Integrity: Generally, the area retains its natural integrity and natural appearance.

Opportunities for Experience: There are opportunities for solitude and remoteness. The rugged terrain
provides numerous opportunities for challenging recreation experiences. The size of the area provides
ample opportunities for solitude, and the complex terrain and vegetative screening provide opportunities
for isolation and visual screening.

Special Features: A segment of the Middle Fork Boise River lies adjacent to the northern boundary. This
river segment is eligible for Wild and Scenic River designation. An estimated 4.3 miles of the river and
700 acres of the river corridor occur within the roadless area.

Manageability: The area has fairly logical boundaries along the north, east, and west formed by roads
paralleling river drainages. The southern portion of the area has some irregular boundaries formed by
past timber harvest areas and timber access roads. Manageability as a designated wilderness would
benefit from simplified boundaries in the southern portion of the unit.

RESOURCES

Fisheries: Streams located in this area are Lost Man Creek, Buck Creek, Phifer Creek, and Roaring River.
All these streams are tributaries to the Middle Fork Boise River. Both occupied (focal) and unoccupied
(adjunct) bull trout spawning and rearing habitat are present in the area. In addition to bull trout,
redband/rainbow trout, and sculpin are present. The Middle Fork Boise River is important nodal
(migration and over-wintering) habitat for bull trout, over-wintering habitat for adult redband /rainbow
trout, and habitat for sculpin, whitefish, and suckers.

Wildlife: The area provides potential habitat for a number of sensitive wildlife species. Sensitive species
likely to be found include mountain quail, northern goshawk, spotted frog, flammulated owl, and white-
headed woodpecker. Wolverines have been sited wandering in the Trinity area, and these sightings have
been confirmed with radio-collared wolverines. It is likely wolverines pass through this roadless area to
get to the Trinities. Potential three-toed woodpecker habitat occurs in the roadless area. There have been
fisher sightings along the Middle Fork Boise River. It is likely that the area provides foraging habitat for
the Townsend big-eared and spotted bats. In general the area provides potential habitat for most or all
current Region 4 sensitive species that occur on the Boise National Forest. At this time, there is no known
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wolf pack activity occurring in the area. Lynx habitat occurs in the southeastern and central portions of
the area, equating to approximately 18 percent of the roadless area.

Water: There are a number of perennial streams in the area that flow mostly northerly to the Middle Fork
Boise River. Water in the area contributes to recreation, fish and wildlife habitat, and other uses.

Botanical: No threatened, endangered, or Region 4 sensitive plant species are known to occur in the area.
There are some minor amounts (0.04 acre) of rush skeletonweed, a noxious weed, identified in the area.

Recreation: Recreation use is low. There is some fall big-game hunting and some upland bird hunting.

Timber: An estimated 8,000 acres (63 percent) of the roadless area are tentatively suited timberlands. The
roadless area has 81,400thousand board feet of standing timber volume, equivalent to 161,000 hundred
cubic feet. An estimated 5,400 acres in the area are considered to have low productivity; 3,000 acres,
moderate productivity; and 1,900 acres, high productivity.

Range: All of the area is within a sheep allotment. There are no grazing improvements within the
roadless area. There are approximately 2,600 acres of capable sheep rangeland in the roadless area.

Minerals and Energy: There are geothermal hot springs along the adjacent Middle Fork Boise River.
There are currently 42 scattered mining claims in the area. The area has a small portion that is considered
a fair to poor permissive area for silt, sand and gravel. This roadless area contains 12,700 acres of high
geothermal potential.

Landownership and Special Features: There are no private or state-owned lands within the roadless
area. One outfitter-guide provides cougar and bear hunting opportunities.

Roads and Trails: An estimated 2.6 miles of one motorized trail occur within the area.

Heritage: The area has low cultural resource sensitivity. Historical logging and mining sites have been
identified in the general vicinity.

Disturbances: Past insect and disease activity have affected the area. Much of the roadless area’s conifer
vegetation has had some defoliation by Douglas-fir tussock moth, and widely scattered tree mortality
exists.

ALTERNATIVE DISCUSSION

This section discusses the general effects of each alternative on the Lost Man Creek Roadless Area. Table
Lost Man Creek-1 displays distribution of acres to each theme or theme equivalents by alternative. These
values represent potential, long-term outcomes of managing the roadless area based solely on theme
assignments. Table Lost Man Creek-2 describes the potential acreage available for each regulated activity
under each alternative.

Table Lost Man Creek-1. Acres by theme or theme equivalent, by alternative

Lost Man Creek Alternative 1 AIEr_natgive 2 A:;ernative(zj 3 Allt\:rr;e_lft_ivg 4

2001 Roadless xistin ropose odifie

Management Theme Rule Plan ? Isule Rule
Wild Land Recreation 0 0 0 0
Primitive 0 12,000 12,000 12,000
Similar to Backcountry 12,700 0 0 0
Backcountry 0 0 0 0
GFRG 0 0 0 0
SAHTS 0 0 0 0
Forest Plan Special Areas 0 700* 700* 700*
Total Acres 12,700 12,700 12,700 12,700

*The Management Prescription for the Forest Plan Special Area in the Lost Man Creek Roadless Area is 700 acres as WSR. For
further information on this designation, see the Boise National Forest LRMP.
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Table Lost Man Creek-2. Potential activities

Lost Man Creek

Alternative 1

Alternative 2

Alternative 3

Alternative 4

Potential Activities 2001 Roadless Existing Proposed Modified
Rule Plan Rule Rule

Road construction or reconstruction

, . 0 0 0 0
for allowed timber cutting
Timber cutting to improve TES
species habitat or to restore 12,700 12,000 12,000 12,000
ecosystem composition and structure
Timber cuttllng. to rgduce r[sk of 12,700 12,000 12,000 200*
uncharacteristic wildland fire effects
Tlmber guttlng tq reduce significant 0 12,000 12,000 0
risk of wildland fire
Road construction or reconstruction to 0 0 0 0
access new mineral leases
Surface use and occupancy for new 12,700 12,000 0 0

leases

* Timber cutting is prohibited in Primitive except to maintain or restore TEPS habitat, restore ecosystem composition and function
or to reduce the risk of uncharacteristic wildland fire to a community or a municipal water supply system. Activities are expected
to occur in the 200 acres of the Primitive theme within 1 - % miles of a community and/or contain a municipal water supply

Alternative 1 (2001 Roadless Rule): Under the 2001 Roadless Rule little to no timber cutting for
ecosystem restoration would be anticipated because road construction is prohibited to facilitate timber
harvest. Therefore no adverse effects to roadless characteristics are expected from timber activities or
associated road building. Additionally, no new leasable mineral activity would be expected given the
final EIS analysis assumption that no activity would occur without roaded access.

Alternative 2 (Existing Plans): Under the existing plan about 12,000 acres are within prescription 4.1c
(undeveloped recreation, maintain unroaded character with allowance for restoration activi